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| To the Right Honourable: 


Sir RicnarD Ford, 


Lord Mayor of Loxdoz, 
AND 


| The Coutrtof Aldermen. 
'|* Right Honourable, 
S out of Grateful Reſped, 
| A I did ( although other- 

| wiſe indiſpoſed for ſuch 
| Employments) endeavour 
fo diſcharge that Service , which 
You vouchſafed to call me unto, in 
concetving and uttering theſe Mecat- 
tations ; ſo now in publiſhing them, 
T do purely ſubmit to Your Gommanas, 
meaning therein to approve my ſelf, 


Right Honourable, 


Your moſi Obedicat Servant, 


ISAAC BARROW, 
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Fozd Mayoz. | 


Martis ſecundo die Mazzi, 1671, Annog; 
Domini Regis C a & 0L1 Secundi Azglie, | 
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His Court doth defire Dr, Barrow to Print F / 
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* farther he had prepared to deliver at that time, | 
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| A 
SERMON 
PREACHED at the 
| SPITTAL, 
" | UPON 
« Wedneſday in EaSteR-WEEK, 
| 


Anno Domini 1671. 


Pſal. cxii. 9. 


| He hath . diſperſed, he hath given to the 
Poor; his Righteouſneſs endureth for 
ever. his Horn ſhall be exalted with Hy- 


-NOUr. , 


4 


'S this whole Pſalm ap- 
| pears to haye a double 
intent ; one to deſcribe 


the proper affections and 
attions.of a truly religious or pious 
A 3 Man, 


"The Dutyand Reward 


Man, (of a Man who feareth the | 
Lord, and delighteth greatly in his | 


Commandments) the other to des 


clare the happineſs of ſuch a } 
Mans ſtate,conſequent upon thoſe | 
his affections and actions, whe- * 
ther in way of natural reſult, or : 
of gracious recompence from God: * 


So doth this Verſe particularly 
contain botha good part of a pi- 
ous Mans characer,and ſome con- 
fiderable inſtances of his felicity. 
The firſt words, ( He hath diſper- 


262 conn WR. er.” IT" 


ſed, he hath given to the Poor ) ex- * 
preſs part of his Character; the 


latter, ( His Righteouſneſs endn- 
reth for ever, bis Horn ſhall be ex- 


alted with honour ) aſſign inſtances | 


of his felicity. So that our Text 
hath two parts, one affording us 
good information concerning our 
Duty, the other yielding great 
encouragement to the = 


ance thereof; for we are obliged to 
follow the Pious Mans practice, 
and ſo doing we ſhall aſſuredly 

pore 


a 
| 

0 
| 


* 
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of Charity. 
partake of his condition. Theſe 
parts. we ſhall in order proſecute; 
endeavouring (by God's aſliſtance) 
ſomewhat to illuſtrate the words 
themſelves, to confirm the Truths 
couched in them, and to incul- 
cate the Duties which they im- 
ply. 
For the firſt part, He hath aiſ- 
perſed, he hath given to the Poor. 
Theſe words in general do import 
the liberal bounty and mercy, 
which a Pious Man is wont to ex- 
erciſe ; doing which, doth in good 
part conſtitute him Pious, and ſig- 
nally declareth him ſuch; is a 
neceſſary ingredient of his Piecty, 
and a conſpicuous mark thereof : 
Buc particularly they infinuate 
ſome things concerning the natute, 
the matter, the manner, and the 
obje& of thoſe Ads. 

He hath diſperſed, he hath given: 
Thoſe words being put indefinite- 
ly, or without determining what 
is diſperſed and given by him, 

A 4; may 


Luke 12, 33: 


Luke 11.41: 
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may be ſuppoſed to imply a kind 


of univerſality in the matter of 
his Beneficence ; that he beſtow- 
eth whatever he hath within com- 
paſs of his poſſeſſion, or bis pow- 
er ; his Tx vmxgyorTe, (the things 
which he hath) and his T&« «vox, 
(the things which he may ) ac- 
cording to the preſcriptions of our 
Lord in the Goſpel. Every thing 
(I ſay) which he hath in ſub- 
ſtance, or can do by his endea- 
vour, that may conduce to the 
ſupport of the Lite,or the Health, 
or the welfare in any kind of his 
Neighbour, to the ſuccour or re- 
lief of his indigency, to the re- 
moval or eaſement of his affliQi- 
on ; he may well here be under- 
ſtood, to diſperſe and give: Feed- 
ing the Hungry , cloathing the 
Naked, viſiting the Sick, enter- 
taining the Stranger, ranſoming 
the Captive, eaſing the Oppreſ- 
ſed, comforting the Sorrowtul, 
aſliſting the Weak, inſtrufting or 
| ad- 
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of ( harity. 
adviſing the Ignorant, together 
with all ſuch kinds or inſtances of 
Beneficence , may be conceived 
either meant directly as the mat- 
ter of the good Mans diſperſing 
and giving, or by juſt analogy of 
Reaſon reducible thereto : Sub- 
ſtantial Alms, as the moſt ſenſi- 
ble and obvious matter of Bounty, 
was ' ( tis probable) eſpecially 
intended, but thence no manner 
of expreſſing it is to be excluded; 
for the ſame reaſons which oblige 
us, the ſame affections which diſ- 
poſe us to beſtow our Money, or 
deal our Bread, will equally bind 
and moye us to contribute our en- 
deavour and advice, for the ſuſte- 
nance and comfort of bur poor 
Neighbour. Anſwerably , our 
Diſcourſe will more expreſlly re- 
gard the principal matter, liberal 
communication of our Goods ; 
but it may be referred to all ſorts 


of Beneficence, 
Far- 


The Dnty and Reward 
Farther, the word diſperſed, in- 
timateth the nature of his boun- 
ty, in excluſion of practices dit- 
ferent from it. He drperſeth, and 
is therefore not tenacious; doth 
not hoard up his Goods, or keep 
them cloſe to himſelf tor the gra- 
tifying his covetous humour, or 
nouriſhing his pride, or pamper- 
ing his ſenſuality , but ſendeth 
them abroad for the uſe and bene- 
fit of others. He ad:ſperſerh his 
Goods, and therefore alſo doth 
not fling them away altogether, 
as if he were angry with them, 
or weary of them, as if heloathed 
or deſpiſed them ; but fairly and 
ſoftly, with good conſideration 
he diſpoſeth of them here and 
there, as reaſon and need do re- 
quire, He azſperſeth them 7o the 
poor, not diſſipateth them among 
vain or lewd Perſons in wanton 
or wicked protuſions, in riotous 
exceſſes, in idle divertiſements. in 
expenlive curiolities,in hazardovs 
gam- 


of Charity. 
oamings; in any ſuch Couvſes, 
which ſwallow whole all that a 
Man hath, or do ſo cripple him, 
that he becomes unable to diſperſe 


any thing : Our good Man is to, .z 


honeſtly Induftrious, and ſoberly 


” 
040970 


be underſtood wiſely Provident, non 


ETMUEAS WE 
voy 67s iN h. 


Frugal, that he may have where- Acig, Eth/4.r. 


with to be Juſt firſt, and then Li- 
beral. 

His d:ſperfing alſo ( or ſcatter- 
zng, fo the * Hebrew word here 


NDF 


uled,is otherwhere rendred: There p,,, ,,. :4, 


7s ( ſaith the Wiſeman ) zhat ſcat- 
tereth, azd yet increaſeth, Where 
we may remark, That this word 
ſingly by it ſelf, without any ad- 
jun& matter to limit or interprer 
it, Is uſed to fignifie this Kind of 
Practice; this his diſperſing (1 ſay 
alſo) denotes the extent of the 
pious Mans bounty, thatit is very 
large and diffuſive, and in a man- 
ner unreſtrained ; thar it reacherh 
to many places, and is w.th-heid 
from no Perſons within the verge 
of 


| . 2 Coryg.6,10. 
| Gal. 6. 7, 8. 
Prov. x1. 18. 


Prov. 11. 25, 
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of his power, and opportunity 
to do good. This Practice com- 
monly by a like phraſe ( unto 
which perhaps this word refers ) 
is termed ſow:zg : He (ſaith St. 
Paul ) which ſoweth ſparinely, ſhall 
alſo reap ſparingly, and he which 
ſoweth bountifully, ſhall alſo reap 
bountifully, Now, he that ſow- 
cth, having choſen a good ſoil, and 
a fit ſeaſon, doth not regard one 
particular ſpot, but throweth all 
about ſo much as his hand can 
hold, ſo far as the ſtrength of his 
arm doth carry, It is likewiſe cal- 
led watering, ( He that watereth, 
ſaith Solomon, ſhall be watered him- 
ſelf; ) which expreſſion alſo ſeem- 
eth to import a plentiful and pro- 
miſcuous effuſion of good, drop- 
ping in ſhowres upon dry andpar- 
ched places z that is, upon Per- 
ſons dry for want, or parched 
with aftiiftion: So the good Man 
doth not plant his bounty in one 
ſmall hole, or ſpout it on one nar- 
row 


of (Charity. 
row ſpot, but with an open hand 
diſſeminates it, with an impartial 
regard difſtils it all about: He ſtints 
it not to his own Family or Rela- 
tions; to his Neighbours, or 
Friends, or Benefactors ; to thoſe 
of his own Sec and Opinion, or 
of his humour and diſpoſition 5 
to ſuch as ſerve him, or oblige 
him, or pleaſe him; whom ſome 
private intereſt ties, or ſome par- 
ticular affeftion endears him to ; 
but ſcatters it indifferently and 
unconfinedly toward all Men thar 
need its toward meer ſtrangers, 
yea, toward known Enemies; to- 
ward ſuch who never did him any 
g00d, or can ever be able to do a- 
ny ; yea, even toward them who 
have done evil to him, and may 
be preſumed ready to do more, 
Nothing in his Neighbour but ab- 
ſence of need, nothing in himſelf 
but defe& of ability, doth curb 
or limit his Beneficence in that 
TgoJuuix ( that proclivity and 
prowp- 


14 


2 Cor. $, I2, 


mo eſt, ibi be- 
neficio locus 


B cap. 24- 


Gal, 6. 10. 
2 Cor.g. 13» 


Pſalm 112. 5- 


Pſalm 37. 26. 
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promptitude of mind ) which St. 
Paul ſpeaketh of, he doth good 


Ubicunque ho- every where z where-ever a Man 


is, there is a room for his wiſhing 


eſt, Sex. de ir, Well, and doing good, it he can: 


he obſerves that Rule of the Apo- 
ſtle, As we have opportunity, let 
25 do good unto all men: 54 (15 pl- 
ous Man hath diþerſed. ii tol- 
lows , 

He hath given to the Poor. Theſe 
words denote the treens{s of his 
Bounty, and dctermine the vrin- 
cipal object chereoi : He not only 
lendeth ( though he alſc doth thar 
upon reaſonable occaſion; for, 
A good Man, as it is ſaid before in 
this Plalm, ſheweth mercy, aud 
lendeth; and other-where, The 
Righteons is ever merciful, and lend- 


eth ; he, I ſay, not only ſome-. 


times willingly lendeth ) to thoſe 
who in time may repay, or requite 
him ; but he freely giveth to the 
Poor, that is, to thoſe from whom 
he can expect no retribution back. 
He 


. 
NE ET ONS 


CTY = 


' careleſs, and ſuch Men are not 


that (faith our Saviour) ever fin- 


. them,from whom you hope to receive, 


pf Charity. 
He doth not ( as good and pious, 
he doth not) preſent the Rich ; Qui divitias- 
to do ſo, is buta cleanly way of »*» petit, 
Begging,or a ſubtle kind of Trade; 

*tis hardly Courteſte, *tis ſurely 

no Bounty ; for ſuch Perſons ( if 

they are not very ſordid, or very 


Se. 


uſually much troubled with pre- 
ſents) will it is likely over-do 
him, or at leaſt will be even with 
him in kindneſs;in doing this,there 
is little virtue ; for it, thexe will 
be ſmall reward : For, If you do 
good to them who do good to you, (or 
whom you conceive able and diſ- 
poſed to requite you ) mio xetes, 
what thanks are due to you £ For 


Luke 6. 33534» 


zers (even Men notoriouſly bad ) 
do the ſame: And if you lend to 


what thanks have you? For ſinners 
even lend to ſinners, to receive as 
much again. All Men common- 
ly; the bad noleſs than the good, 
are 


26 The Duty and Reward 
*O-2 i 5 425- Are apt to be ſuperfluouſly kind in 


eeov*wre)- heaping Favours on thoſe, whom 
So, Ti Xen 
giawy * "Agra _ ' : 
8 e#7656 5885 condition requires not their Cour- 
3 QEAGLY FEAGY. 4 . 
Enrip.in Orelt, telie : every one almoſt is ready to 
1s warns adopt himſelf into the Kindred, 
Ov cUTUYSY- » . . 
Toy mdyTss- OL tO ſcrue himſelf into the triend- 
oioyywis. ſhip of the Wealthy and Proſpe- 
rous; but where Kindred is of uſe, 
there it is ſeldom found ; it is com- 
monly ſo deaf, as not to hear 
when it is cali'd ; ſo blind, as nor 
diſcern its proper Objec, and na- 
Prov. 17.17. tural Seaſon ; ( The time of adver- 
ſity for which a Brother is born : ) 
Men diſclaim alliance with the 
needy, and ſhun his acquaintance; 
Prov. 19. 7,4. fo the Wiſe-man obſerved, Al 
Fu aea97 T4 te Brethren of the Poor do hate him, 
Glo I sÞe - ; 
nv T1s Suou yi. how much more do his Friends go far 
Eurip, from him? Thus it is in vulgar 
Practice : but the Pious- Man is 
more judicious, more juſt , and 
more generous in the placing of 
his - Favours ; he is courteous to 
purpoſe, he is good to thoſe who 
need : 


- Fortune befriends, and whoſe. 


us 
F 


wk 
ws 
. -* | 
ba 


of Charity. 
nzed: Hezas ſuch, doth not make 


large eritertainments for his friends, 1.1,.14412415 


his brethren, his kindred, his rich 
neighbours; but obſerves that pre- 
cept of our Lord, Whez thou m4- 
keſt a Feaſt, rall the poor, the maim- 
ed, the lame, the blind, and thoi 
ſhalt be bleſſed , for they cannot re- 
compence thee ; thou ſhalt be recom- 
penced at the reſurreition of the Fuſt. 
Thus the pious tnan giveth, that 
is, with a free heart and pure 
intention, beſtoweth his Goods on 
the indigent, without deſigning 
any benefic, or hoping fot any re- 
quital to himſelf, except from 
God, in Conſcience, reſpett and 

love ro whom he doth it. . | 
It may be alſo material to ob- 
ſerve the form of ſpeech hete uſed, 
in reference to the tine : He hath 
diſperſed, aud he bath givey, or, 
he doth diſperſe, he doth prve, (tor 
in the Hebrew Language the paſt 
and preferit times are not diſtin- 
uiſhed : ) which manner of ſpeak- 
B ing 


he Dilty and "Reward 
ing may ſeem to intimate the re- 
ality , or the certainty, and the 
conſtancy of his practice in this 
kind; for what is paſt or preſent, 
we are infallibly ſecure of ; and 
in Morals, what one is ſaid to 
have done, or to do, is always 
underſtood according to habit, or 
cuſtom. Ir is not, He will diſperſe, 

. be will grve ; that were no { de- 
ſcription of a good Man, to pre- 
tend, would be no argument of 
Piety ; thoſe words might import 
uncertainty, and delayin his pra- 
Rice : He thac ſaith, I will give, 
may be fallacious in his proteſſi- 
ons, may be inconſiſtent with his 
reſolutions; may wiltully or neg- 
ligently let lip the due ſeaſon of 


'EmaMi91 J's performing it. Our good Man is * 


avrersst- not a Deſon, or Will give, (like 
Z. cv72a- that King of Macedon, who got 
wes \s T 


Jud that name from often hgnifying , 


ol. . . s.- 
Pluc-jn Paloan intention of giving, but never 
Emil. giving in cffet); he not only 


purpoſes well, and promiſes fair- 
ly & 


of ( hartty. 


| ly for the future, bur he hath ef- 
! tcctually done it, and perſeveres 
? doing it upon every fit occaſion. 


He puts not his Neighbour into 


© tedious expectations, nor puts him 
! off with frivolous excuſes , ſay- 
- Ing to him, (as it is in the Pro- proy.,. 28. 


verbs) Go and come again, and 


. to morrow I will give, when he 
" hath it by him: He bids him not 
; havepatience, or ſays unto him, 
| Depart iz peare, when his nced is 


urgent, and his pain impatient ; 


' when hunger or cold do then 
' pinch him, when ſickneſs inceſ- 
- ſantly vexeth him, when preſent 


ſtreights and burthens oppreſs 


| him; but he affordeth a ready, 


quick, and ſcaſonablerelict. 
He hath diſperſed, and given} 


' while he lives, not reſerving the 


diſpoſal of all at once, upon h's 


} death, or by his laſt Wilt , that 


unwilling Will , whereby Men 
would ſeem to give ſomewhat, 
when they can kcep nothing ; 
B 2 draw- 


19 


Jam, 2: 1 5, 


20 


Avarusy niſi 
cum moriturs 
nil re&e facit. 
Laber, 
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drawing to themſelves thoſe com- | 


mendations and thanks, which 
are only due to their Mortality ; 
when as were they Immortal, they ' 
would never be liberal: Nos it is; 
he hath freely diſperſed, not an in- 
evitable neceſſity will extort it 
from him, it cannot. be ſaid of 
him, that he never does well, but 
when he dies: So he hath done it 


' really and ſurely, 


He alſo doth it conſtantly, 
through all the courſe of his life, 
whenever good opportunity pre- 
ſents it cad He doth it not by fits, 
or by accident, according to un- 
ſtable cauſes or circumſtances mo- 
ving him, (when bodily temper 
or humour inclineth him, when a 
ſad Object makes vehement im- 


preſſion on him , when ſhame ob- 


ligeth him to comply with the 
practice of others ; when he may 
thereby promote ſome deſign, or 
procure ſome glory to himſelt) 
but his practice is conſtant and 
uniform, 


b 
g 


: 
A 
, 


= 


? 


hey ' 


om- | 
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| uniform, being drawn from ſtea- 


dy principles, and guided by cer- 
tain rules ; proceeding from reve- 
rence to God, and good will to- 
ward Man ; following the clear 
dictates, and the immutable Laws 
of Conſcience, Thus hath the 


- Pious Man diſperſed, and given to 


the poor : and let thus much ſut- 
fice for explicatory reflection up- 


- onthe firſt words. 


The main drift and purport of 
which, is to repreſent the liberal 


\ exerciſing of Bounty and Mercy, 


to be the neceſſary dyty, the ordi- 
nary practice, and the proper cha- 
racter of a truly Pious Man ; 1o 
that performing ſuch ads, is a 


. good lign of true Piety ; and 0- 
 mitting them, is a certain argu- 


ment of ungodlineſs : for the de- 
monſtration of which Points, and 
for exciting us to a practice an- 
{werable, I ſhall propound ſeveral 
Conſiderations, whereby the plain 
reaſonableneſs, the great weight, 

B 3 the 
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22 


1, Head of 
diſcourle. 


Dcut, 15.7210» 


The Duty and Reward 


the high worth and excellency of 
this duty, together with 1ts ftrict 
connexion with other principal 
duties of Picty, will appear. And 
firſt, 1 will ſhew wich what advan- 
tage the Holy Scripture repreſents 
it to us, or preſſes it upon us. 

1, We may conſider,that there 
is no ſort of Duties, which God 


LO 
v 
$ 


hath more expreſly commanded, . 


or more earneſtly inculcated, than 


theſe of Bounty and mercy toward ' 


our Brethren ; whence evidently 
the great moment of them, and 
thcir high value in Gods eſteem 


may be inferred, Even in the an- | 


cient Law, we may obſerve very 
caretul proviſions made for enga- 


ging men to works of this kind,and 


the periormance of them is with 


huge life and urgency preſcribed: 
Thou ſhalt not harden thy heart, nor 
fhut thine hand from thy poor Bro- 
ther.—— Tho ſhalt open thy hand 
wide nnto thy Brother,unto thy Poor, 
azd to thy Needy in the Land: So 


di 
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did Moſes, in Gods Name, with 
language very fignificant and em- 


phatical, enjoyn to the Children 


of Iſrael. The holy Prophets al- 
ſo do commonly with an eſpecial 
heat and vigour preſs theſe Du- 
ties, moſt ſmartly reproving the 
tranſgreſſion or negle& of them ; 
eſpecially when they reclaim Men 
from their wicked Courſes, urg- 
ing them ſeriouſly to return unto 
God and Goodneſs, they propoſe 
this practice as a fingular Inſtance 
moſt expreſſive of their Caonverft- 
on, moſt apt to appeaſe God's 
wrath, moſt effetual to the reco- 


very of his favour. Waſh you, Ecy 1.16,19, 


( ſaith God in Eſay) make you clean, 
put away the evil of your doings from 
before mine eyes, ceaſe to do evil, 
learn to do well: So in general he 
exhorts to repentance; then im- 
mediately he ſubjoyns theſe 
choice Inſtances thereof: Seek 
Fudgment', relieve the Oppreſſed, 
judge the Fatherleſs, plead for the 

B 4 Vidow, 


Jer. 7o Fy 6» 
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Widow, — Come now (then he 
adds) let us reaſon together y though 
your ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be 
as white as ſnow, though they be 
red like crimſon,they ſhall be as wool, 
When Dazxie! would preſcribe to 
King Nebuchadnezzar the beſt way 
of amendment , and the ſureſt 
means of averting God's Judg- 
ments impendent on him, he thus 
Dan. 4.27. ſpeaks : Wherefore, O King, let 
CH my counſel be acceptable unto thee, 
a ce8- * break off thy ſins by righteouſneſs, 
worivars ag and thine iniquities by ſhewing mer- 
Towaz; 0 the cy #0 the Poor : This he cull'd out 
XX render . . 

thoſe words, AS Of all Pious Acts chiefly grate- 
reading, it ful to Gad, and clearly teſtitying 
co C Repentance ; and, ſo very impr- 
Nao ehyg. 085 @ perſon was Alms able to juſti- 
oe. © Tere fie, favs the Father thereupon. So 
rake. ng alſo when God himſelf would de- 
5:410741. A- Clare what thoſe Ads are, which 
A - render penitential devotions moſt 
och, Quxit.87. ; 

| agrecable to him, and moſt effe- 
EEE ctual, he thus expreſleth his mind: 
tn 2 Is wot this the Faſe which I have 


_- 
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choſen ? To looſe the bands of wic- 
kedneſs, to undo the heavy burthens, 
to let the oppreſſed go free, and that 
e break every yoak? Is it not to 
deal thy bread to the hungry,and that 


\ © thoy bring the poor that are caſt out 


to thine houſe ; when thou ſeeſt the 
naked, that thou cover him, and 
that thou hide not thy ſelf from thine 
own fleſp? Of ſo great. confidera- 
tion and moment was this ſort of 
Duties, even under that old diſ- 
penſation of weakneſs, ſervility 
and fear, ſo much tenderneſs of 
compaſſion and benignity did God 
exact even from that hard-hearted 
and worldly People, who were ſo 
little capable of che beſt Rules, 
and had encouragements, in com- 


- pariſon ſo mean, toward perfor- 


mances of this nature, The ſame 
we may well conceive, under the 
more perfe& diſcipline of Uni- 
verſal Amity, of Ingenuity , of 
Spiritual Grace and Goodneſs, in 
2 higher ſtrain, with more _ 
| an 
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Luke 12, 33- 


6, 30» 11, 41- 


Mat, 19. 21- 
E. 19. 
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and greater obligation ro be im- 
roſes on us, who have ſo much 
ſtronger engagements, and im- 
menfly greater encouragements to 
them; and ſo indeed it is: for 
thoſe Precepts delivered by our 
Lord, Sell all that you have, and 
gfve Alms ; If thou wilt be perfett, 
felt all that thou haſt, and give to the 
Poor : Give to every man that ask- 
eth thee ; Treaſure not up to your 
ſelves treaſures upon the earth, do 
indeed ſound high, but are not 


 Infignificant,or impertinent ; they 


cannot ſignifie or deſign leſs, than 
that we ſhould be always in affe- 
Qion, and diſpolition of mind, 
ready to part with any thing we 
have for the ſuccour of our poor 
Brethren; that to the utmoſt of 
our ability, ( according to Moral 
eſtimation prudently rated ) upon 
all occaſions we ſhould really ex- 
prefs that diſpoſition in our pra- 
ice ; that weare exceedingly ob- 
liged to the continual exerciſe of 


theſe 
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theſe Duties in a very eminent 
degree: Theſe indeed were the 
Duties which our Lord, as he did 
frequently in his Diſcourſe com- 
mend and preſcribe, ſo he did moſt 
fignally exemplifie in his Practices 
his whole Life being in effe& bur 
one continuall AR of moſt liberal 
Bounty and Mercy toward Man- 
kind; in Charity to whom, he 
out-did his own ſevereſt Rules, be- 
ing content never to poſleſs any 
Wealth, never to enjoy any eafe 
in this World : And therein (both 
as to Doctrine and Practice )* did 
the holy Apoſtles cloſely follow 
their Maſter : As poor, yet enrich- , Cor.s. 0; 
ing many ; as having nothing, yet 
poſſeſſing all things.So they through- 
ly in deeds prayer theſe duties, 
which in words ' they taught, and 
earneſtly preſſed ; admoniſhing 
their Converts to (2) diſtribute 70 , pg x4 
the neceſſities of the Saints, to (b) 5 Gal. 6. 1c» 
do good to all Men; (c) to do good,and c feb, 13, 16. 
to communicate not to forget; to 
| ſhew 


4 
CC EC Ee OE rr! Cr RI TIee7 . 
A 


28 


The Duty and Reward 


ſhew mercy with cheerfulneſs, to 


d Coloſ. 3. 12; (4) put on bowels of mercy; to 


2 Co 


x Tim, 6. 7,3. 


Tit, 3- 8. 


e Epheſ. 4. 32. 
I. 8.7. 


(e) be kind, and tender-hearted 
one toward anthers to abound in 
the grace of liberality. Such are 
their Directions and Injunctions 
to all Chriſtian People; ſo did 


they preach themſelves , and ſo- 


they enjoyned others to preach: 
Charge the rich in this world, (faith 
St. Paul to his Scholar Timothy ) 
that they do good ; that they be rich 
in good works, ready to diſtribute , 
willing to communicate : And, Theſe 


things ( ſaith he likewiſe adviſing 


Biſhop Titus) I will thar thou affirm 


conſtantly,that they which believe in 


| God, may be careful to maintain good 


works : What good works he mean- 
eth,the reaſon adjoyned doth ſhews 
For theſe things ( ſaith he ) are good 
and profitable unto Men, 

2, It 1s indeed obſervable, that 
as inevery kind that which is moſt 
excellent, doth commonly aſſume 
to it ſelf the name of the whole 
kind ; 
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kind ; ſo among the parts of Righ- 
teouſneſs, ( which word is uſed 
to comprehend all Vertue and 
Goodneſs)this of exercifing Boun- 
ty and Mercy, is peculiarly called 
Rzghteouſueſs; ſo that Righteouſ- 


neſs and Mercifulneſs ( or Alms- - 


deeds) the righteous and bountiful 
Perſon are in Scripture-expreflion 
ordinarily confounded, as it were, 
or undiſtinguiſhably put one for 
the other ; it being ofcen, when 
commendations are given to Righ- 
teouſneſs, and rewards promiſed 
to righteous Perſons, hard to di- 
ſcern, whether the general obſer- 
vance of God's Law, or the ſpeci- 
al practice of theſe Duties are 
concerned in them. Likewiſe 
works of this nature are in way of 


peculiar excellency termed good : A. g. 36. 


works, and to perform themis uſu- 


1 Tim. 5. 10» 
i Tim. 6. 18. 


ally ſtiled zo do good, and fo do well, Tir.z. 8, 14. 


( (4) *xc gw texto, (b) xonov - Cor.9.8.Gal. 
Toidiv,( ec) £0 Frepleiv, (d) ey domotey, 


(e) wmv, (f) weplev, are words 
ap- 


b g, 4 10, 

d Luke 6. 35- 
e Heb. 13. 16, 
f Ats 10. 38. 


Micah 6.8, 


e Duty and Rewar: 
applied to- this purpoſe ) which 
manners of expreſſion do argue 
the eminent dignity of theſe per- 
formances. 

3. We may alſo conſequently 


- mark , that in thoſe places of 


Scripture, where the Divine Law 
is abridged, and Religion ſum'd 
up into a few particulars of main 
importance;theſe Dutics conſtant- 
ly makea part; fo when the Pro- 
pher Micah briefly reckons up 
thoſe things, which are beſt in the 
Law,and chiefly required by God, 
the whole Catalogue of thein con- 
ſifting but of three particulars, 
Mercy comes in for one : He hath 
ſhewed thee, O man (faith he) 
what is good, and what doth the Lord 
require of thee, but to do juſtly, and 
to love mercy, anda to walk humbly 
with thy God? Likewiſe of thoſe 
( Expurzga Ts vous, thoſe) more 
ſubitancial and weighty things of 
Gods Law, the negle& of which 
our Saviour objedeth as an argu- 
ment 


3 4 On a” 
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| of Toartty, 

ment of Impiety, and a cauſe of 
Wo, to thoſe pretending Zealots, 
this is one: Wo unto you, Scribes We 23-23: 
and Phariſees, Hypocrites ; for ge 
pay tythe of Mint and Cumin, aud 

have omitted the weightier matters 

of the Law, Judgment, Mercy, 

and Faith, The ſum of OG 
the Baptiſt, his inſtruction of the 
People, is by St, Luke reduced to 

this Point : The People ashed hins, Luke x, x1 
ſaying, What ſhall we do ? He an- 

ſwering, ſaith unto them, He thae 

hath two Goats, let him impart to 

him that hath none; and he that 

hath meat, let him do likewiſe. St. 

Fames his Syſtem of Religion is 

this: Pure and undefiled Religion Jim. 1. 27; 
before God and the Father is this ;; | 
to viſit the Fatherleſs and Widow ins 

their affliction, (that is, to com- 

fort and relieve all diſtreſſed and 

helpleſs Perſons ) 4axd to keep bim- 

ſelf” unſpotted from the World, St. 

Paul ſeems.to be yet more com- 
pendious and cloſe: Bear ye (ſaith GE 6s 
he ) 


Hoſ. 6. 6. 


1 he Duty and Kewar: 


he ) vne anothers burthens, and fo 


fulfil the Law of Chriſt, Yea, 
God himſelf compriſech all che 
ſubſtantial part of Religion here- 
in, when comparing it with the 
circumſtantial part, he ſaith, I will 
have mercy, and not ſacrifice. 

4. Ic is in like manner confi- 
derable, that in the general de- 
ſcriptions of piety and goodneſs, 
the practiſe of theſe duties is ſpe- 
cified, as a grand ingredient of 
them. In this Pſa/m, where ſuch 
a deſcription is intended, it is al- 
moſt the only particular inſtance g 
and it is not only mentioned, but 
reiterated in divers forms of ex- 
preſſion. In the 37 Pſalm it is 


Pſa. 37.21.26. affirmed, and repeated, that The 


Prov. 22. 26. 


Prov. 31,20, 


righteous ſheweth mercy ; he ſhew- 
eth mercy, and giveth ; he ſheweth 
mercy, and lendeth. The righteous 


giveth, and ſpareth not, In the P+o- 


verbs, tis a commendation of the 
vertuous woman, whoſe price is far 
above rabies, that, ſhe ſtretcheth 
oats 


rr 7 


-” 7 WW 


k 
{ 
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| out. her hand tothe poor, yea, ſtretch- 


eth forth both her hands to the needy. 


' . And in Ezekiel ( which is eſpeci- 


ally remarkable) the 18 Chap- 
ter, where the principal things 
conſtituting a pious man ate, more 
than once, profefſedly ehumera- 
ted, this among a very few other 
particulars is expreſſed, and taketh 
up much room in the accompt ; of 


ſuch a perſon (who [ball ſar ely live Ezck, 18. 7516» 


and wot die 5, that is, who certain- 
ly ſhall abide in God's favour, and 
enjoy the happy. conſequences 
thereof) jt is ſuppoſed, that he 
neither hath oppreſſed any, nor hath 
withholdem the pleage, nor hath ſpoi- 
led by violence ; but hath given his 
bread #0 the bangry, and hath cover-. 
ed the naked with 8 garment ; and 
hath taken off his hand from the 
vor 

5. Alſo in the particular Hiſto- 
ries of good ren, this ſort of pra- 
ice is ſpecially taken notice of, 
and expreſſed in /_ _— 
n 


24 The Duty and eward 
Þ. 12> Ab Rory, gf, our Father Abra- 
ham, his; benignity, of ſtrangers, 
and hofpitableneſs, is remarkable * 
among all his deeds, of.goodneſs, | 
being. propgunded to. us as a pat- 
tern,,and encouragement to the 
like practice, In this the. Conſci- 
Job 29.11. &c. ence of Fob did ſolace it (elf, as 
in a ſolid aſſurance of his integri- 
ty:.1 delivered the poor that cried, 
and the farberle [s, and him that wy 
none #0, help him: The bleſs ing of 
him that was ready to periſh came 
-upou me, and I cauſed the widows 
heart to ſing : I was eyes to the blind, 
Jo" 32.25- , and feet I was to the lame; I was a 
father :9the poor. Dad; pot 1 weep 
for hi, that WAS int trouble ? was| 
zot my lth grieved, far the. poor *þ 
. Hence alfo.did the good Publican | 
recommend himſelt to the favour} 
. and appiphation of our, Saviour, 
Luke 19. $9. Adaying, Behold, Lord, hatf of my 
goods Þ prvg to "the poor ; hence did! 


OS) 
«eſto; 14104 come to bis houſe ; Ny 


he is proclaimed, a ſo of Abra- 
ham, 


——— 


2 aha 


| of a | Pg ; 35 
bra- ſham. Of, Dorcas, that good. Wo- 


ers, Iman, who. was, ſo, gracious. and. 
able © precigys, among.the Diſciples, this, 

Jis the, COPTteACgEion "a Lg 

et ; Sbe was full of. gead WP tbe, Ads 9. 36. 
7 and, ale: .aeeds which ſhes a: pep Wed, 

Ipracice madg her cagable-of, tþ 

_tavour, ſo great, Cl Fa Or by 


I, the being: kPa E.5 
leaſt in, St, Chryſoſfor 51g che H & Zagngo- 
The farce of her alms, "nn "did avons Sovaus 
conquer the tyranpy. of, death. _: WE eh 
neligs allo, thas excplpt gerig, Ns, Chry1. in 
I wha was, rhough a Gentile, 10 2c- * Gem, Gras. 15s 
I ceptable to Gor and LEE: extFi- 
q ordinary, graces *conſerr him, 
, is thus repreſented: H- "Was 4 "de. Aﬀts to. 2, 
# vout 1847, and one on cared. God, 
2 I with all his houſe, who gave mich 
s almms to the people 3 py prayed” to 
: God alway. We may "4 that to. 
ur, be hoſpirable (one Ev ay "of 
theſe duties, and inferring the 

aa, reſt ) is reckoned a qualification = LOH 
nce? of thoſe, who are to be the Guides © 
— and Pattcxos of goodneſs unto 0- 
2M, 3 &-4 'thers 


, Eviznce Sever]; 


Mat, 7. 12+ 
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thers: And particularly one fir 
tobe promoted to a widows office | 
: in the Church, is thus deſcribed: 
1 Tn. 5-19 Fell reported of for good works ; if 
ſhe have brought up Fildren s if (be | 
have lodged ſtrangers ; if ſhe have | 
waſhed the ſaints feet z, if ſbe have | 
relieved the afſtitted ; if ſhe have: 
diligently followed every good work, 
6. Sonear to the heart of Pie- 
ty doth the holy Scripture lay the 
pradiice of thefe duties ; and no} 
Gal. 5.14; Wonder; forit often cxprelly de-| 


| Bom. 13:9,10. clares Charity to be the fulfilling 


: T1m.7.5. of Gods Law, as the beſt expreſ- 
fion of all our duty toward God,: 
( of faith in him, love and rever-. 
ence of him) and as either for-| 
maily containing , or naturally; 
producing ail our duty toward our; 
Neighbour, And of charity,' 
works of bounty and mercy are 
both the chief inſtances, and the 
plaineſt ſigns: for whereas all cha-' 
rity doth: confiit either in mental 
deſire, orin yerbal fignification, 
or 
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7 or in eſſetual performance of 

* good to our Neighbour, this laſt 

: is the end, the completion, and,,, _ 

f ; the aſſurance of the reſt, Good —_— 
z will is indeed the root of Chari- Greg. Ny. in 
7 ty ; but thar lies under-groung, *'** 5: 7: 

2 and outof fight ; nor can we con- 

& clude its being or life without vi- 

| ſible fruits of beneficence : Good 

words are at beſt bur fair leaves 

# thereof, ſuch as may { and too 

7 often do) proceed from a weak 

and barren diſpoſition of mind ; 

4 but theſe good works are real fruits, 

* (foSr. Pay! calls them , Let ours Tit 3. 14 

4 alſo, ſaith he, learn to maintain Phils BOP 
good works for neceſſary uſes, that | 

= they be not day ) which de- 
ally clare a true life, and a good 

our; ſtrength of charity in theybearer* 
ity, of them: by them 73 ywoloy Ths *<%-3-8- 
are); %&m15, the ſincerity ( or genuine- 

the: neſs) of our charity i proved ; for 

cha-': as no man ever doth impreſs a 

ntal | falſe tamp on the fineſt metal, ſo 

on,f coſtly charity is ſeldom counter- 
C 3 feit: 


> 
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feit: It is to © detlihe 'ſpetnding 
their poods,' or their' pains, that 


men forge" and feign ;' prerendingj: 


"to make up in' wiſhing well, "the 


© that he loves in- good earneſt, not? 


I John 3.18. 


defe&t of doing fo ; 'and paying; 
"words in ſtead of things : Bat'he? 
"thar freely imparts' whathe hath, 
or cando for his Neighbours good, 


needs no other arguinent to evince 


can ' indeed well- uſe ' any other:? 
for words, if actions are 'wanting,? 
ſeem abuſive ; and if a&ions arc} - 
preſent, they are 'ſuperfluous: 


* wherefore' St. Fohz thus adviſes ;- 


My little children, let us not lovi 
in word, or in tongue, (dM py, 
but in work and intruth; to lov: 
in work, and to love in #rath, he 
fignifies to be the ſame thing ; ant 
to pretend love in ſpeech, with 
out practiſing it in deed, he im 
plies not allowable. And Sain: 
Fames in way of compariſon ſays 
That as faith without ' works it- 
dead, ſo love without beneficency 
is 


0 )artty. | . 
is uſeleſs: For, If « brother or i-,, 
fſter be naked, and deſtitute of daily ; 
food, and one of you ſay unto him, 
Depart in peace, be you warmed 
and filled, notwithſtanding ye give 
them not thoſe things which are 
neeaful to the body, what doth it pro- 
fit ? Even ſo faith without works is 
d:ad, Cold wiſhes of good, work- 
ing no real benefit to our Neigh- 
bour,and a faint afſent unto trath, 
r:? producing no conſtant vbedience 
g,7 to God, are things near”'of kin, 
re? - and of like value ; both of litcle 
S:: worth or uſe. | Charity then be- 
i ing the main point of Religion, 
t Mercy and Bounty being thewhict 
| parts of Charity, welt-may theſe 
© duties be placed in fo higha rank, 
according to the divine Heraldry 
} of Scripture. ' 
EF. 7. To enforce which Obſerva- 
| tions,.. and that we may be farther 
certified about the weight- and 
worth of theſe duties, 'we may 
conſider, that to the obſervance 
C 4 of 
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Pal. 63. 3- 


2 Cor. 9. 7, 
Mar. 5. 7. 


Jam, 2. 13, 


Ma*s 6,14. 
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of them moſt ample and excellent 
rewards are aſſigned, that in re- 


[1 


turn for wbat we beſtow on our + 


poot brethren, God hath promiſed 


all ſorts of the beſt mercies and : 


bleſſings to us, The beſd of all 

good things (that which in Da- 

vids opinion was better than life 

it ſelf) the fountain of all bleſ- 

ſings ( Gods love and favour, or 

mercy) is procured thereby, or 

is annexed to it; for God loveth x 

chearfal giver, ſaith St. Paul 5 and 

The merciful ſhall obtain mercy,Caith 

our Saviour; and, Merey rejoyceth 
againſt jadgment ( or boaſteth, and 
criumpheth over it g *A&©-. xomxe 
xoevgeTou ugionws z that is, it ap- 
peaſeth Gods wrath, and prevents 
our condemnation and puniſh- 
ment ) ſaith St, James; God will 
not continue diſpleaſed with him, 
nor will withhold his mercy from 
him, who is kind and merciful to 
his Neighbour. 'Tis true, if right- 
ly underitood, what the Hebrew 
; Wiſe. 
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- Wiſe-man ſaith, Water will quench tcclus. 3. 39 


4 flaming fire, and alms maketh an > 
atonement of ſins: For this pra- 
ice hath the nature and game of 77 


a Sacrifice , and is declared, AS Hrer.m 7133 


ſach, both in excellency and effi- 
cacy to ſurpaſs all other Sacri- 
fices ; to be moſt acceptable to 
God, moſt available for expiation 
of guilt; moſt effeual in obtain- 
ing mercy and favour. Other Sa- 


crifices performed in obedience to © 55- 


Gods appointment, ( on vertue of 
our Lords perfe& obedience, and 
with regard to his pure Sacrifice of 
himſelt ) did in their way propi- 
tiate God, and atone fin; but this 
hath an intrinfick worth, and a 
natural aptitude to thoſe pur- 
poſes ; other oblations did ſignifie 
2 willingneſs to render a due ho- 
mage to God, this really, and im- 
mediately performs it s they were 


ſhadows or images well reſembling 


that duty, ( parting with any thin 
we have for the ſake of God, an 
| for 


Al 


Hoſ. 6.6. 


Mic.'6. 7. 


Phil. 4 13, 


Heb. 13.8. 
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for purchaſing his favour ) where- | 
_ of this is the body and ſubſtance: 
this is therefore preferr'd as in it ® 
ſelf excelling the reſt, and more - 


eſtimable in Gods fight ; fo that 
in compariſon of competition 
therewith, the other ſeem to be 
lighted and rejeted. 7 will 
(ſaith God) have mercy and net 


ſacrifice; and, Will the Lord be | 
pleaſed with thouſands of rams, or © 


with ten thouſands of rivers of ol © 7 
Will he 7 chat is, he will not be - 


pleaſed with ſuch ſacrifices, if they 
be abſtracted from the more de- 
lightful ſacrifices of bounty and 
mercy. God never made an ex- 
ception againſt theſe, or deroga- 


oated from them in any caſe, they 


abſolutely and perpetually are (as 
St, Paul ſpeaketh) Odonrs of 4 
ſweet ſmell , Sacrifices acceptable 
and well-pleaſing to God, And the 
Apoſtle to the Hebrews ſeconds 


him: To do good, ſaith he, azd to * 
communicate, forget wot; for with 
ſuch 


: 
| 


4- 


L 
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ſuch ſacrifices God us well pleaſed. 
By theſe, all other works, and all 
enjoyments are ſfandtified ; for, 
Give atms (ſaith our Lord) of Lake 11, 412 
what you have, ana behold all things 
are pure unto you. "Such charita- 
ble perſons are therefore frequent- 
ly pronounced bleſſed, thar is in 
effect inſtated in. a confluence of 
all good things: Bleſſed is. he that Pſa). 41. 1. 
60{1dereth the poor, .1ays the Plal- 
miſt; and, Hethat hath a-bounti- Prov. 22. 9. 
ful eye, is bleſſed, ſaith Solomon ; 
and, He that: hath. mercy on the ver. 14 21s 
poor, happy # he, ſaith the Wiſe- 
man again; and, Bleſſed are the y4y, 5. 7. 
merciful, ſaith our Lord himſelf, 
ſo in groſs and generally ; parti- 
cularly alſo, and in retail the 
greateſt bleſſings are expreſly al- 
lotted to this practice : proſperity 
in all our affairs is promiſed there- | 
tos Thou ( ſaith Moſes ) ſhalt ſure. Dvt- 15-10: 
ly give thy poor brother, and thine 
heart ſhall not be gricved,' that thou 
giveſt unto him ; becauſe that for 
this 


© OSS AI n  - 


Pan. 4 17. 


Pſal.41.1, ©, 


Prov. 28. 27; 


The Duty and Reward 
this thing the Lord thy God ſpall 
bleſs thee in all thy works, and in all 
that thou putteſt thine hand unto, 
Stability in a, good condition is or. 
dinarily conſequent thereon ; ſo 
the Prophet Daniel implies, when 
adviſing King Nebuchadnezzar to 
theſe works, he adds, If it may be 
4 lengthing of thy trauquillity : de- 
liverance from evil incumbent, 
protetion in imminent danger, 
ang ſupport in afflictions, are the 
ſure rewards thereof g ſo the Pſal- 
miſt aſſures us : Bleſſed (ſaith he) 
i he that conſidereth the poor, the 
Lord will deliver him in time of 
trouble, the Lord will preſerve bim 


| andheep him alive, and he ſhall be 


bleſſed upon earth ; andthou wilt not 
deliver him into the will of his ene- 
mies ; the Lord will ſtrengthen bim 
upon the bed of Ianguiſhing,thou wilt 
make all his bed in his ickneſs.Secu- 
rity from all want, is likewiſe a re- 
compence proper thereto : for, He 
that giveth to the proy fhall not lack, 
ſaith 
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of Charity. 


Aich the Wiſe-man : I/thou draw 16, g8. 10, 13; 


a5 


out thy ſoul to the hungry, and ſatis- 1% 


fie the afflicted ſoul, then ſhall thy 
light riſe in obſcurity, Thriving in 
Wealth and Eſtate, is another 


ſpecial reward ; for, The Liberal ſont Prov. 11. 254 


ſhall be made fat ; the ſame Author 
gives us his word for it:even of the 
good things here below to thoſe, 
who for his ſake in this, or any 0+ 


ther way, do /et go houſes or lands, 1s. rg, 19] 


our Lord promiſeth the return of 
a bundred fold, either in kind or in 
value, So great encouragements 
are annexed to this practice even 
in relation to the concernments 
of this tranſitory life; but to them 
beſide God hath deſtinated rewards 


incomparably more conſiderable 


and pretious; ſpiritual and eter- 
nal rewards, treaſures of heaven- 
ly wealth, crowns of endleſs glo- 


ry, the perfection of joy and bliſs 


to be diſpenſed at the reſurret#ion Luke 14; 135 


of the juſt, He that for my ſake ya 1919, 
hath left houſes or lands, fhall re- Mark 16, 36+ 


cieve 


Luke 1 2. 33- 


| | Luke 16. 9. 


I Tim. 6. 19, 


The Duty.and Reward 
ceive a hundred-fold now at this 
time,. ( or inthis preſent life ) aud 
in the world to come ſhall inherit 
everlaſting life ; fo infallible 
Truth hath aſſured us. They, who 
perform theſe duties, are ſaid. to 
make themſelves bags, which. wax 
zot old, a treaſure that faileth not in 
the heavens; to make themſelves 
friends of the unrighteous niani- 
mon, who, when they fail, (when 
they. depart, and leave their earth- 
ly wealth ) will receive theme ito 
everlaſting habitations ; to lay up 
tn ſtore for themſelves a good foun- 
dation againſt the time to come, that 
they may lay hold on eternal life ; 
ſuoh rewards are promiſed to tie 
obſervers. 

8. And correſpondently grie- 
vans puniſhments are deligned, 
and denounced t@ the trapſgreſ(- 
ſors iot theſe daxties ; the worlt of 
miſeries is their portion and 
doom: they.tor beuig ſuch do. tor- 
feit Gods love and favour ; my 
| OIC 
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HE aw 
loſe his ble ing and proteCtion ; 
they can have no ſure poſſeſſion 
of, nor any comtortable enjoy- 
ment .of their Eſtate , for, He 


( faith. St. Zames )- ſhall have judg- Jan. 2. 13 


ment without mercy, who ſheweth 
0 mercy: And of ſuch a perſon 


it 1s ſaid in Fob, That which he la- Jcb 20. 18, 


. boureth for he ſhall reſtore, and "ſhall 
not ſwallow it down; according to 
his ſubſtance ſhall the reſtitution be, 
and he ſhall not rejoyce therein ; be- 
cauſe he hath oppreſſed, and forſaken 
the poor ; (not only becauſe he 
hath unjuſtly oppreſſed, but be- 
cauſe he hath uncharitably forſa- 
ken the poor: ) If by the Divine 
forbearance ſuch' perſons do Rem 


to enjoy a fair. portion in this life, Plal. 17.14. 


( profpering in the 'world, and in- 


creaſing in riches”) they will find Pol. 23. 12. 


a ſad reckoning behind in the 0- 
ther world - this will be the reſult 
of that Audit : 'Wo be unto. you 
rich men, for you have received 
your conſolation, (ſachrich men ate 
meant, 
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Lnke, 16. 25, 


Mat. 25. 30- 


Luke 12, 21. 


The Duty and Reward 
meant, who have got, or kept, or 
uſed their wealth baſely ; who 
have detained all the conſolation F 
it yields to themſelves, and im- | 
parted none te, others, ) and, Re- |: 
member, ſon, thou didft receive thy ©; 
good things in this life ; (ſo didft © 
receive them, as to ſwallow them, | 
and Tpend them here ; without a- | 
ny proviſion or regard for the fu- | 
ture in the uſe of. them ;) and, | 
Gaſt that unprofitable ſervant (who | 


made no good uſe of bis Talent) |! 


into utter darkneſs : ſach will be & 
the fate of every ome, thet ry aſur 2s : 


up to himſelf, and is wot vich unto 5 
God, not rich in piety and cbari- © - 
rfortging for Gods | - 


ty, not richin 5 
ſake works of bounty and mercy. 7 

9. It is indeed moſt conſidera- | 
ble, that at the final reckoning, | 


when all mens aQions fhall be || 


ſrialy ſcann'd, and juſtly ſenten- | 
ced according ta their true deſert, : 
a ſpecial zegard will be had to the * 
diſcharge or negle& of theſe du- 
| ties, 


AG of Charity. 


ties. It is the bountiful and mer- 


F ciful perſons, who have relieved 
” Chriſt in his poor: members and 
& brethren, who in that day will ap- 
= pear to be the ſheep at the right- 


) Z hand;. and ſhall hear the good 


1 
- 
1 


2 Shepherds - voice . uttering thoſe 
= joyful words, Come ye bleſſed of my 

E Father,enter into the Kingdom pre- ” 
| pared for you from the foundation of 
* the world: for I was an hangred,and 
= ye gave me meat; I was thirſty, and 
= ye gave mearink ; I was a ſtranger, 
Z ana ye. took me in; I was naked, 
| and ye cloathed me ; I was ſick, and 
# 1e viſited me; I was in priſon, and 
* ye came unto me: He doth not ſay, 
z becauſc ye have made goodly pro- 
= feſſions, becauſe you have been 
2 Orthodox in your opinions, be- 
* cauſe you have trequented religi- 
ous Exerciſes; ( have prayed of- 
- ten and long, have kept many 
Z Faſts, and heard many Sermons ) 
: becauſe you have been ſtaunch in 


your converſations; becanfe you 
D have 
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The Duty and Reward 
have been punctual in your deal- 
ings ; becauſe you have maintain- F 
ed a ſpecious guiſe of piety, ſo-* 
briety, and juſtice, ( although in- # 
deed he that will come off well at | 
that great Trial, muſt be reſpon-# 
ſible, and able to yield a good ac-* 
compt in reſpect to all thoſe parti-| 
culars) but becauſe you have been 
charitably benign and*helpful to 
perſons in need and diſtreſs; there-# 
fore bleſſed are you, therefore en-#]; 
ter into the Kingdom of glorious! 
bliſs prepared for ſuch perſons :% 
this proceeding more than inti-# 
mates,that in the judgment of our? 3 
Lord no ſort of vertue or good*; / 
practice is to be preferred before} 
that of charitable bounty, or ra-! , 
rather that in his eſteem none is* ; 
equal thereto; ſo thar if the queſti-® , 
on were put to him, which is one* ; 


HR, 


Arhin, Tom, 2 of them to Antiochas, ( in lArbeme. ; 


fins his works) Which is the moſt -* 

eminent Vertue ? Our Lord would * 

reſolve it no otherwiſe, than is 
| done } 


of Charity. 
U- B done by that Father, affirming, 
n- F That Mercifulneſs is the Queen of 
o-* . Vertues ; for thar at the final ac- 
Zcompt, the examination chiefly 
= proceeds upon that, it is made 
Z rhe ſpecial Touchſtone of Piety, 
Zand the p=culiar ground of happi- 
: neſs, On the other fide, thoſe 
E who have been deficient in theſe 
performances, ( uncharitable and 
= unmerciful perſons ) will at the 
Zlaſt Trial appearto be the wretched 
= Goats on the left hand,unto whom 
:® this uncomfortable ſpeech ſhall by 
i-® the great Judge be pronounced : 
ur Depart from me ye curſed into ever- Mas. 25. 41. 
dd! 4 laſting fire, prepared for the Devil 
ref and his Angels: for I was hungry, 
a- 7 and ye gave me mw meat; I was 
is | thirſty, and ye gave me no F'; ink , I 
- * was 4 [tranger , and ye took me not 
ie” iz; naked, and ye clothed me not 3 
a- ft ick and in priſon, and ye viſited me 
ſt 2 2ot: It is not, we may ſee, for 
d : having done that, which in this 
is | world is called rapine or wrong ; 
e ft D 2 for 
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*0vu.3n Sng- for having. pillaged , or cozene( 
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ow. Greg.Naz. will paſs for a moſt enormous 
CQrat. 16. 


The Duty and Reward 


their Neighbour ; for having con# 
. l Kr f 
mitted Adultery or Murther, or. 


. = g 
theſe unhappy men are ſaid to by 


doom, but for having been unking 
and unmerciful to their poor bre# 


thren : this, at that high Tribunals 


crime, for the capital offence . 
for this it is, that they ſhall be. F 


curſed, and caſt down into a? 
wretched conſortſhip with thoſe? 
malicious and mercileſs Fiends, 7, 
unto whoſe diſpoſition they did ſo?! 


nearly approach. ; f 


Thus it appears how mighty a, 
ſtreſs God in the holy Scripture® 


doth lay upon theſe duties, ſo pe- [- 
remptorily commanding them, ſo! 
vehemently preſſing them, ſo high- "8 
ly commending them, ſo graciouſ- |, 
ly by promiſes alluring us to the 7, 
performance, ſo dreadfully by b 

threat- 


of - Charty. 
threatnings deterring us from the 
Fer them: what an affront 
7 then will it be to God's Authority, 
2 what a diſtruſt to his Word, what 
hay a contempt of his Power, his Ju- 
® ſtice, his Wiſdom, what a de- 
© ſpight to his Goodneſs and Mer- 
cy, if notwithſtanding all theſe 
EZ Declarations of his will and pur- 
| poſes, we ſhall preſume to be un- 
Z charitable in this kind £ There are 
Z alſo Conſiderations ( very many, 
® il very clear, and very ſtrong) which 
2 diſcover the great reaſonableneſs 
(and equity of theſe Laws, with 
1 "Jour i indiſpenſable obligation to o- 
Co :bey them; the which indeed with 
Ypreater force do exadt thefe duties 
from us, and do more earneſtly 
7 Jplead in the poor mans behalf, 
Jrhan he can beg or cry. It we 
*cither look up unto God, or down 
upon our poor Neighbour ; it we 
b reflect upon our ſelves, or con(1- 
- der our wealth it ſelf, every where 

” Jwe may diſcern various reaſons 
D 3 ob- 
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I. Head of 


Diſcoule, 


Pſ 1. 22. 26. 
\. 18, 27, 
146.9. 


he Duty and Reward 
obliging us, and various motives | 


inducing us to the practice of theſe 
duties. 


In regard to God. 


1. We may conſider, that by # 
exerciſing of bounty and mercy, | 
we are kind and courteous to God 
himſelf; by negled&ing thoſe du-# 
ties, we are unkind and rude to} 
him : for that what of good or e-# 
vil is by us done to the poor, Gods 
interprets and accepts as done tox 


himſelf, The poor have a pecu-? 


liar relation to God , he openly 
and frequently profeſſeth himſelf 
their eſpecial Friend, Patron and* 


Protector ; he is yy concerned} 


in, and particularly chargerh his* 
Providence with their ſupport : in g 
effe&t therefore they ſhall ſurely; 
be provided for, one way or other 
( The poor ſhall eat and be ſatified ;® 
God will ſave the affiicted people ;* 
The Lord preſerveth the ſtrangers, \ 


"1 


of ( hartty. 
he relieveth the fatherleſs and wi- 


dow, When the poor, and needy 1G, av. 17. 


ſeek water, and there is none, and 
their tongue faileth for thirſt, I the 
Lord will hear them, I the God of 
Iſrael will ot forſake them), But 
out of goodneſs to us, he chuſeth 
(if it may be, we freely concur- 
ring therein.) and beſt liketh, that 
it ſhould be done by our hands ; 
this conducing no leſs to our be- 
nefit, than to theirs ; we thereby 
having opportunity to ſhew our 
reſpe& to himſelf, and to lay an 
engagement on him to do us good. 
God therefore lendeth the poor 
man his own Name, and alloweth 
him to crave our ſuccour for his 
ſake; ( when the poor man ask- 
eth us in God's Name,or for God's 
ſake, he doth not uſurp or forge, 
he hath good authority,and a true 
ground tor doing ſo) God gives 
him credit from himſelf unto us 
for what he wants, and bids us 
charge what he receiveth on his 
D 4 own 


Prov. 19. 17. 


Mat. 25 40,45» 


Heb. 6. 10. 


e Duty and 'Reward 
own accompt ; permitting us to 
reckon him obliged thereby, and 
to write him our debtor ; enga- 
ging his own word and reputati- 
onduly to repay, fully co ſatisfie 


us: He that hath pity on the poor, || 
lenacth to the Lord, and that which © 
he hath given, will he pay him a- | 
gain, ſaith the Wiſe-man; and, | 
ln as much as ye have done it to the ® 
leaſt of my brethren, ye have done it | 
unto me, ſaith our Saviour: And, F 
God is not unrighteous to forget your | 
work and labour of love, which ye | 
have ſhewed toward his Name, in | 
that ye have miniſtred to the Saints; | 
and do miniſter, ſaith the Apoſtle. 


What therefore. we give to the 


poor, God accepteth. as an ex- | 
preſſion of kindneſs to himſelf, | 
being given to one of his friends | 


and clients, in reſpect to him ; he 
regards It as a teſtimony of triend- 
ly confidence in him, ſignifying 


that we have a good opinion of * 


him, that we take him. for able 
| and 
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and willing to requite a good turn, 
that we dare take his word, and 
think our goods ſafe enough in his 
cuſtody, + Butif we ſtop our ears, 
or ſhut our' hands'from the poor; 
God interprets it as a harſh re- 
pulſe, and an heinous affront put 
upon himſelf; wedoing ir to one, 
who bears: his Name, -and wears. 
his Livery, (for the poor mans 
rags are badges of his relation un- 
to God ) he thereby judges, that 
we have lictle good will, little re- 
ſpe&t, little compaſſion toward 
himſelf, ſince we youchſafe not to 
grant him ſo mean a tavour, ſince 
weretuſe at his requeſt, and ( as 
it were) in his need, 'to"accom- 
modate him with a ſmall ſum, he 
juſtly reputes it as an argument of 
unkindly diffidence in him, that 
we have- ſorry thoughts of him, 
deeming him no good Correſpon- 
dent , little valuing his word, 
ſuſpecting his goodnels, his truth, 
or his ſufficiency, - | | 
ff 2. We 


Prov. 19. 17, 


Mat. 25. 40,45+ 


Heb. 6. 10. 


gain, ſairh the Wiſe-man; and, | 


x Dully ang Reward 
own accompt ; permitting us to 
reckon him obliged thereby, and 
to write him our debtor ; enga- Þ 
ging his own word and reputati- 
on duly to repay, fully to (atisfie 
us: He that hath pity on the poor, 
lenacth to the Lord, and that which | 
he hath given, will he pay him a- 


ln as much as: ye have done it to the |: 
leaſt of my brethren, ye have done it | 
unto me, ſaith our Saviour: And, F 
God is not unrighteous to forget your | 
work and labour (of love, which ye | 
have ſhewed toward his Name, in | 
that ye have miniſtred to the Saints; | 
and do miniſter, ſaith the Apoftle. | 
What therefore: we give to the 

poor, God accepteth. as an ex- | 
preſſion of kindneſs to himſelf, 
being given to one of his friends 
and clients, in reſpec tohim , he 
regards it as a teſtimony of triend- 
ly confidence in him, ſignifying * 
that we have a good opinion of * 
him, that we take him. for able : 


% 


and 


f 


of ( harity. 

and willing to requite a good turn, 
that we dare take his word, and 
think our goods ſafe enough in his 
cuſtody, | Butif we ſtopourcars, 
or ſhut our' hands' from the poor; 
God interprets it as a harſh re- 
pulſe, and an heinovis affront put 
upon himſelf; wedoing it to one, 
who bears his Name, -and wears. 
his Livery, (for the poor mans 
rags are badges of his relation un- 
to God ) he thereby judges, that 
we have lictle good will, little re- 
ſpe& , little compaſſion toward 
himſelf, ſince we youchſafe not to 
grant him ſo mean a tavour, fince 
weretuſe at his requeſt, and ( as 
it were) in his need, 'to'accom- 
modate him with a ſmall ſum, he 
juſtly reputes 1t as an argument of 
unkindly diffidence in him, that 
we have ſorry thoughts of him, 
deeming him no good Correſpon- 
dent, little valuing his word, 
ſuſpecting his goodnels, his truth, 
or his ſufficiency, - | 
6 2. We 


Eccleſ. 5. 19. 
G. 2. 


e Duty and 'Kewar 
2, We by pradtifing thoſe du- 


ties are juſt, by omitting them are 
very unjuſt toward God. For 


our goods, our wealth, and our * 


eſtate, are indeed none of them 


ſimply or properly our own,ſo that #7 
we havean abſolute property in | 
them, or- an entire diſpoſal of | 
them: no, we are utterly 'incapa- | 


ble of ſuch a right unto them, or 
power over them: God neceſlarily 
is the true and abſolute Proprieta- 
ry of them. They are called the 
oifrs of God, but we muſt not un- 
derſtand that God by giving them 
to us, hath parted with his own 
right to them ; they are depoſited 
with us in truſt, not alienated 


fr.m him; they are committed to 


us as Stewards, not transferred 
upon us as Maſters : they are ſo 
ours, that we have no authority 
to uſe them according to our will 
or fancy, but are obliged to ma- 
nage them according to Gods di- 
rection and order. He by right 

im- 
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immutable is Lord Paramount of 
all his Creation ; every thing un- 
alienably belongs to him, up- 
on many accompts : He out of 
nothing made all things at firſt, 
and to every Creature through 
each moment a new being is con- 
ferr'd by his preſervative  influ- 
ence; originally therefore he is 
Lord of all things, and continual- 
ly a new Title of Dominion over 
every thing ſpringeth up unto 
him: it is his always, becauſe he 
always maketh it, We our ſelves 
are naturally meer Slaves and 
Vaſſals to him: as we can never 
be our own, ( Maſters of our 
ſelves, of our lives, of our liber- 
ties) ſo cannot we ever properly 
be owners of any thing ; there are 
no poſſible means by which we 
can acquire any abſolute Title to 
the leaſt mite; the principal right 
to what we ſeem to get, according 
to all Law and Reaſon, accrueth 
to our Maſter. All things about 
. | US,- 
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e Duty and Reward 
us, by which we live, with which 
we work and trade; the Earth 
which ſupports and feeds us, and 
furniſheth 'us with all commodi- 
- —— ties, the Air we breathe, the Sun 
89.11, and Stars which cherith our life. 
95-5 areall of them his, his Produdti- 
ons, and his Poſleſſions, ſubſiſting 
by his pleaſure, ſubject to his diſ- 
poſal: How then can any thing be 
| ours? how can we ſay with the 
x Sam 25.11: fooliſh Churl Nabal, Shall I take 
my bread, and my water, and my 
fleſh, and give it ? Thine? O in- 
conſiderate man ! How camv'ſt thou 
Sed ais 3 Quid by it? how doſt thou hold it * didſt 
in juum< fi thou make it,or doſt thou preſerve 
cum auenIinon . g . 
invadam, pro- it 2 Canſt thou claim any thing 
gt pay by Nature © No, thou broughteſt 
ervem > O : : K 
3mpudens di- nothing with thee into the world, 
cm! propria thou didſt not bring thy ſelf hi- 
bon be re. ther: Canſt thou challenge any 
covcitisin thing to thy ſelf from Chance* 
deruliti> No, forthere is no ſuch thing as 
Ambreſ. Chance, all things being guided 
and governed by Gods Provi- 
dence, 


of Charity. 
dence. Doſt thou conceive thy 
Induſtry can entitle thee to any 
thing 2 Thou art miſtaken, for all 
the wit and ſtrength thou appli- 
eſt, the head thou contriveſt with, 
and the hands thou workeſt with, 
are God's; all the ſucceſs thou 
findeſt did wholly depend on him, 
was altogether derived from him ; 
all thy projets were vain, all thy 
labours would be fruitleſs, did 
not he aſſiſt and bleſs thee : Thou 
doſt vainly and fallly /ift up thize Deur.s, 13,14; 
heart, and forget the Lord thy God, 17 1Se 
* when as thy heras and flocks multi- 
” ply, and thy ſilver and gold is multi- 
| plied, and all that thou haſt is mul- 
tiplied ; if thou ſayeſt in thy heart, 
” My power andthe might of my hand 

hath gotten me this wealth: But 1Clxon.29.15] 
thou muſt remember the Lord thy 
f God, for it s he that grveth thee 
! power to get wealth, —Who am I, 
' and what is my people, that we ſhould 
' be able tooffer ſo willingly after this 
: ſort? for all things come of thee , 
by and 


nt ates. 
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62 The Duty and Reward 
and of thine own have we given 
thee, Since then upon all ſcores e- 


very thing we have,doth appertain # 


to God,he maywithour any injury 
Aliens rap*© recal or reſume whatever he plea- 
qui ultra neceſ- ſeth; and while he letteth any 
aria fibi ret!- thing abide with us, we cannot 
nere probatur, . . k 
Sas, juſtly uſe it otherwiſe than he hath 

appointed, we cannot duly apply 

it otherwiſe than to his intereſt 
Quicquid De- and ſervice. God then having 
us pluſquam enjoyned, that after we have ſa- 
opus eſt dede- . E . : 
rit, non nobis tisfied our neceſſities, and ſappli- 
ſpecter de- ed our reaſonable occafions', we 
aliis crogun- ſhould imploy the reſt to the. re- 
= tranſmi- lief of our poor Neighbours ; that 

Þ] - . 
dederimus, res if we have two coats, ( one more 
alienas invali- chan” we need ) we ſhould impart 
u5, HE. hi h h h - 
Serm. 219. One to him that hath none , if we 
SaOp: have meat abundant, that we /ike- 
«LI, . , . 

: . wiſe communicate to him that 
a pd wantsit: God by the poor mans 
— ( or by his need and miſery) 
Feeret ſumptu; Jemanding his own from us; we 


violenter ob- are very unjuſt if we preſume to 
tentum eſt, 


per ny, withhold it ; doubly unjuſt we are, 
| both 


"1 © ow wa ten ret BY Rog bets res > ed A: —_ > LOA SOS AH HE 
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of ( harity. 
both toward God, and toward our 
EF Neighbour: We are unfaithful = Sitzam- 
# Stewards, miſapplying the goods _— 
© ofour Maſter, and croffing his or- Zo, wm /a 
| der: We are wrongful Uſurpers, 929 mus- | 
4 OP . . o 2924 
Z detaining from our Neighbour 
& that which God hath allotted 
= him: We are in the Court of 
} Conſcience, we ſhall appear at the 
| Barof Gods Judgment no better 
= than Robbers, ( under vizards of 
E legal right and poſſeſſhon ) ſpoil- 
= ingour poor Brother of his goods ; 
= his, I ſay, by the very ſame title 
Z as any thing can be ours, by the 
* free donation of God, fully and 
© frequently expreſſed, as we have 
ſeen, in his holy Word : (he can- 
not take it away by violence or 
 urreption againſt our will, but we 
Z *#ebound willingly to yield it up * Noſtrum eſt 
| him, to that, were diſorder? cuoack. 
” inhims to refuſe this, is wrong fundicis ; no- 
in us:) * 'Tis the hungry mans 7 OI 
2 -bread, which we hoard up in our quod inanicer 
; barns; 'tis his meat, on which we ng 
gult ; 


—— #0 ” " . 
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glut; and his drink, which we 
guzzel: *'Tis the naked mans ap-F © 
 parel, which we ſhut up in our? 1 
preſſes, or which we exorbitant- |; 
ly ruffle and flantin : *tis the nee-# 
dy perſons gold and filyer which 


we cloſely hide in our cheſts,, orf 


64 


ſpend idly, or put out to. uſeleſs} 
uſe: we are in thus holding,. or 
thus ſpending, truly Torre, 
not only covetous, but wrongful, 
or havers of more than our own,': P 
againſt the will of the right own-}| 


Prov. 3-27. Crs ; plainly violating that pre-# G 
cept of Solomon, Withhold not good; *\ 
from them to whoms it is due, when 2 
it is in the power of thy hand to av ſt 
Omne quod 7; If we were ambitious of ha-F tc 
male poſlide- ying a property in ſomewhat; or! 
tur alienum : ' 
ſt ; male au- affect to call any thing our ownz 5 - 
tem. pofſider, *ris only by nobly giving that we? * 


i male uri- , JL 
dr. Awe, Can accompliſh our deſire, that will ©: 


Ep: 54+ certainly appropriate our goods V 
to our uſe and benefit: but from}! L 
baſely keeping, or vainly embe-* b 
zelling them, they become not our | * 

pol-; 


o 


of Charity. 
re 8 poſſeſſion and enjoyment, bur our 

! theft and our bane.(Theſe things; 
ar ſpoken. after the holy Fathers, 
t-{ wiſe Inſtructors in matters of pie- 
| ty; are to be underſtood with rea- 


þ& ſonable temperament, and pra- 
” Riſed with honeſt prudence. I 
& cannot ſtand to difcuſs caſes, and 
& remove ſcruples ; a pious Chari- 
Z ty will cafily diſcern its due limits 
and meaſures, both declining per- 
, plexity, and not evading duty: 
- the ſum is, that. juſtice towards 
- © God and man obligeth us, not to 
= ſuffer our poor Brother to periſh, 
Z or pine away for want, when we 
Z ſurfeit and ſwim in plenty ; or not 
to ſee him lack neceſſaries, when 


|} we are well able to relieve him, ) 
= . 3. Shewing bounty and mercy 


# are the moſt proper and the prin- 
= cipal expreſſans of our. gratitude 
” unto God; fa that in, omitting 
= them, wearenot only very unjuſt, 
,* but bighly ungrateful. Innume- 
7 rable are the benefits, favours and 
8 E mer- 


Go 


\ 
PP” 


Pſal. 68. 19. 


Pſal. 103. 4: 
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mercies, ( both common and pri- 
vate ) which God hath beſtowed onf 
us, and doth continually beſtow;* 
he inceſſantly ſhowres down; 
bleflings on our heads, he dah}? 
loadeth us with his benefits ; he per-& 
petuglly crowneth us with loving 
kindneſs and tender mercies: alli 
that we are, all that we have. all} 
that we can hope for of good, is# 
alone from his free bounty 4 our? 
beings and lives, with all the con-# 
veniencies and comforts of them, 


Benefactor : all the excellent pri- 
viledges we enjoy, and all the glo-': 
rious hopes we have as Chriſtians, * 
we alſo ſtand indebted for purely 
to his undeſerved mercy, and |: 


*% 
On 
"I 

-_ 


grace ; and, What ſhall we render 


untothe Lord for all his benefits to- © 
wards us? Shall we render him ' 
nothing © ſhall we refuſe him any | 


thing © ſhall we boggle at making 
returns ſo inconſiderable, in re- + 


gard þ 


of Charity. 
gard to what he hath done for us ? 
What 1s a little Gold, or Silver, 
or- Braſs perhaps, which our poor 
Neighbour craveth of us, in com- 


r-# pariſon of our life , our health, 
7 our reaſon, ta all accommodati- 


&Z onsof our body, and all endow- 


© ments of our mind? What are 
is all the goods in the world to the 


= love and favour of God, to the 
= pardon of ourlins, to the gifts of 
= Gods Spirit, to the dignity of be- 
= ing the children of God, and heirs 
= of ſalvation, to the being freed 


i-& from all extream miſeries, and 


2 made capable of eternal felicity 2 
= And doth not this unexpreflible 
goodneſs, do not all theſe incſti- 
> mable benefits require ſome cor- 
- reſpondent thankfulneſs ? Are we 
” notobliged, ſhall we not be willing 
to exhibic ſome real teſtimony 
- thereof And what other can we 
7 exhibit beſide this? We cannot 
- direaly or immediately requite 
4 ;; God, for he cannot ſo receive any 
2 E 3 thing 
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thing from us ; he is not capableF 
of being himſelf enriched or ex-#: 
alted, of being any-wiſe pleaſured.” 
or bettered by us, who is in him-j” 
ſelf infinitely ſufficient, glorious, 


Plal. 16. 2, joyful and happy : Our goodweſs |; 
extends not tohim;, A mancaunt\; 


a profitable to his Maker : All that 
we can do in this kind, is thus in-# 
directly,in the perſons of his poor® 
relations, to gratifie him, im-* 
parting at his Jelire and for his}: 
ſake ſomewhat of what he hath” 
beſtowed on us, upon them. Such!” 
a thankful return we owe unto!” 

Aicn 215 32. God, not only for what he hath! 
erviiexy 3n $1 given us, but even for the capacity! 
* mu» Jv- of giving to others ; for that we? 
xy; 2Are in the number of thoſe who 2 
z2#iv eo- can afford relief ; and who need; 
_— ons not to demand it, Our very” 
30m 5. wealth and proſperous ſtate ſhould, 
2147747, not ſeem to us ſo contemprtible!. 
recs jugs things, that we ſhould be unwil- 
ones ling to render ſomewhat back in 
”  grateiul reſentment for them : 


the: 


« Fl 
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the very act of giving iS it ſelf nud; es Erh- 

no mean benefit, (having ſo much gr mgirey. 

of honour in it, ſo nackes plea- Pen, 

ſure going with it, ſo much of re- we7iegs a>- 

ward following it ) we receive far * nap 

more than we return in giving 5 Z». 30. { 

for which therefore it is fit, that #5 writes 

we ſhould return our gratitude, x9: apr” ry 

and conſequently that we ſhould Siva, wh m- 

perform theſe duties : for indeed $2295 Crit. 

without this practice, no other ex- 9 
; ec enim ho- 

preſſion of gratitude can be true mo Deo pre. 

in it ſelf , or can be acceptable fir bencicium 

unto God: We may ſeem abun- as Ds. 

dantly to thank him in words, us bis homini, 

but a ſparing hand gives the lye $1,;49. 

to the fulleſt mouth; we may 

ſpare our breath, if we keep back 

our ſubſtance ; for all our praiſing 

God for his goodneſs, and bleſſing 

him with our lips, if we will do 

nothing for him, if. we will nor 

part with any thing for his ſake, 

appears meer complement, is in 

truth plain mockery, and vile hy- 

pocrilie, 

| | B-2 &. Yea, 


| # Nj 8 k SF LEF (i 


4. Yea, which we may further 
conſider; All our devotion ſevered 
from a diſpoſition of practifing Þ 
theſe duties, isno leſs ſuch , can Z 
not have any: true worth in it; | 
ſhall not yield any good effet Þ 
from it, Our prayers, it we are | 
uncharitably diſpoſed, what are | 
they other than demonſtrations 
of egregious impudence and folly * 
For how can we with any face Þ 
preſume to ask any thing from | 
God, when we deny him requeſt- # 


inga ſmall matter from us 2 How # * 


can we with any reaſon expe any | 


mercy from him, when we vouch- | * 


ſafe not to thew any mercy for 
his ſake? Can we imagine, that 
God will hearken unto, or mind 
our petitions , when we are deaf 
to his entreaties, and regardleſs 
. of his defires? Whoſo ſtoppeth his 
ears at the cry of the poor, he alſo 
ſhall cry himſelf, but ſhall not be 
heard, No; tis his declaration 
to ſuch bold and unreaſonable pe- 

| tittoners, 


Ry of (Charity. 71 
<q Þ titioners, When you fpread forth xc., 1. 15. 
jo 8 your hands, I will zot hear you, 

i= ® when you make many prayers, I will 

-- © z0t hear: No importunity , no A 

+ ® frequency of prayers will move 

God in ſuch a caſe; the needy 


e 8 | 
e & mans cries and complaints will 
$s & drown their noiſe ; his ſighs and 
- & groans will obſtruct their paſſage, Jan. 5. 4. 


# and ſtop the ears of God againſt x4. ,.,.;. 
# them: Likewiſe all our ſemblan- 6: 
| # ces of repentance, all our corpo- 
= ral abſtinencies, and auſterities, 
_ Z if akind and merciful diſpoſition 
_# are wanting, what are they truly 

= but preſumtuous dallyings, or im- 
= pertinent triflings with God 2 For 
Z do wenot groſly collude with fin, 
* when we reſtrain the ſenſual ap- _ 
= petites of the body, but fument 7' **%%., 
* awPeEsTurh (%- 
Z the ſouls more unreaſonable de- .. #ra:3o- 
fires? when we curb our wanton 73 &c. 
: , 8 Chryl. T. 5. 
os fleſh, and gL1VC licenfe to a baſe Or 55, 
+ ſpirit; Do we not palpably baffle, 
> when in reſpe& to God, we pre- 

tend to deny our ſelves, yet upon 

E 4 Ur- 
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- wvrgent occaſion allow him no- 
thing 2 Do we not ſtrangely pre- 
varicate, when we would ſeem to | 
appeaſe Gods anger, and purchaſe j 
his favour by our ſubmiſhons, yet | 
refuſe to do that, which he de- | 
clares moſt pleaſing to him, and 
moſt neceſlary to thoſe purpoſes! | 
It is an ordinary thing for men || 
thus to ſerve God, and thus to 

*0:ds, moans delude themſelves : I have known 


ynowvorTas , : n 
odds a9 (ſaith St. Baſil) who have faſt p 
Cevd.C onus) ed, and pr ayed, and groaned, and ex- F 
max Thu) & preſſed all kind of coſtleſs piety, why ® 
Sa myov nach - : 
Ceay her. yet wontd not part with one doit to | 
vueS6es, Cody the affiitred: ſuch a cheap and F 
A 4 " þ £ . . £ z | 
y a eaſte piety, which coſts us little 


Lie 


JauCoukns. OTF nothing;can ſurely not be worth 


TY Luk. much; and we muſt not conceit by 


thatthe All-wiſe God (the God of ® 
knowledge , by whom aitions are Y 
weighed, as Anna ſang ; and, who ® 
Prov. 16. z wetgheth the ſpirits alſo, as the & 
. _- Wiſe-manſaith ) will be cheated 
therewith, or take it for more than 
its juſt value, No, he bath ex- 7 


preſly ': 


I SAM. 2, 3. 


ma g—_ A «6 G0 FY? 


—c ak 
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preſly ſignified, that he hath zo# 


choſen ſach ſervices, nor doth take : Sam, 24. 24! 


any pleaſure in them ; he hath 


called them vain and impertinent la. 58. 5. 


oblations' not ſweet or acceptable, —_ OP 


but abominable and #reubleſome to Jer. 6..13, 20. 


him, ſuch as he cannot away with, 
and is weary to bear. *Tis religi- 
ous liberality that doth prove us to 
be ſerious and earneſt in other re- 
ligious performances ; which aſſures 
that we value matters of piety at 
a conſiderable rate ; which gives 
a ſubſtance and ſolidiry to' our 
devotions ; which ſanQifies our 
faſts, and verifies our penances 
which renders our praiſes real,and 
our prayers cftecual, ſo that theſe 
being combined, we may reaſona- 
bly expe& acceptance and recom- 
pence z and in cffe& to hear that 
from God, which by: him was re- 


turned to good Cornelius, Thy pray- At 10. 4. 


ers aud thine alms are come up for 
4 memorial before God. = 


5. The conſcionable practice 
of 
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of thoſe duties,doth plainly ſpring 
from thoſe good diſpoſitions of 
mind, regarding God, which are 


the o—_ grounds and foun- # 


tains 0 
neglect of them iſſucth trom thoſe 


vitious diſpoſitions, which have a | 


peculiar inconſiſtency with piety, 


ry 
in God is the Fundamental Grace 


upon which Piety is grounded , | 


Love and Fear of God, are the 
Radical Principles, from which it 
grows; all which as the charitable 


. mandiſcovers in his practice, ſo 


they are apparently baniſhed from 
the heart of the illiberal and un- 
merciful perſon, 

' As for Faith, the good man in 
ſhewing bounty, execrciſeth the 
chief act thereof ; he freely part- 
eth with his goods, becauſe he 
rruſteth on God's Providence more 
than them; and believeth God 
more'ready to help him, than any 
| Creature 


all true L_w - and the : 


pony 0 thereof in the ve- 
oundation and root, Faith | 
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bar 4 
Creature can do. in his need ; be. 
cauſe he is perſwaded, thar God is 
moſt good and benign, ſoas never 


'® ro ſuffer him to be oppreſſed with 


E want ; becauſe he taketh God to 


'& be juſt and faithfyl, who having 
{ charged him #o care for nothing, Mat. 6. 25, 


* but to caſt his care and burthen 14p0nt 


| E the Lord, having promiſed #o care 


for him, to ſuſtain him, never to 


| leave or forſake him, having alſo 


= engaged himſelf to repay and re- 
= compence him for what he giveth 
= to his poor Neighbour , will not 
© fail tomake good his word ; be- 
= cauſe he thinks God abundantly 
= ſolvent, and himſelf never the 
# poorer for laying out in his be-- 
Z half, becauſe, in ſhort, he is con- 
= rent tolive ina dependence upon 
= God, and at his diſpoſal, Ir is 
mentioned by the Apoſtle ro the 


* Hebrews, as a ſpecial inſtance of a Heb. 10. 34 


{ reſolute and conſtant faith in the 
- firſt Chriſtians, that zhey 7ook joy- 
: fully the ſpoyling of their goods, know- 
y if ; mg 


e Diity ana *Kewara 
#ng in themſelves, that they had in 
heaven a better and: an enduri 

ſubſtance : he that not forcibly byÞ 
the violent rapacity of others, but 
voluntarily by his own free re 
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ole» Yroy TE70 : Sy 
TYiuer,yim He muſt either bea meer Atheiſt, 
35: G2 disbelieving the exiſtence of God, 
Apolt. 4.4. Or an Epicurean, in his heart de-# 


gt | 
il | think himſelf ſecure in ſuch a | 
l neglect 


of Charity, * 
negle& or defiance of God 2?) Or 
! he muſt be exceedingly prophane, 
Z entertaining moſt diſhonourable 


'Þ and injurious apprehenfions of 


| God: He cannot but imagine God 
| very unkind, not only in negle&- 
ing-men that want his help, but 
in making them to ſuffer for ſpen- 
ding upon his accompt ; very un- 


o-Þ Juſt, in not repaying what he bor- 


{ rows ; very unfaithful, in break- 
| ifig his word, very deceitful, in 


J oulling us of our things by fair 


® promiſes of reſtitution and requi- 


3] tal: Or he muſt apprehend God 
-# forgetful of what we do, and him- 


-& ſeltfays; or that heis needy and 

= impotent, not having wherewith 
to make ſatisfaction , not being 
able to make good what he pre- 
tends, He muſt in his conceit de- 
baſe God even beneath the vileſt 
Creatures, thinking a ſenſeleſs 
lump of clay more apt in his need 
to help him, than God can be 
with all bis power and care; ſup- 
s poſing 


»8 


ſing his money ſafer in his own 


Coffers than in Gods hands ; and 
that Iron Bars will guard it moreſj 


ſurely , than divine proteRion; 
eſteeming his Neighbours Bond 


far much better ſecurity than Gods 
Word ; and that a mortal man is 
far more able or more true, than 
the Eternal Lord, He certainly | 
cannot think one word true, that | 
God ſays, being loth to truſt him 
for a penny, for a pieceof bread, 
or for an old garment ; all God's | 
promiſes of recompence, and | 
threatnings. of puniſhment , he | 
takes for idle fictions; Heaven | 
and Hell are but #topia's in his | 
conceit; the joyes of one, offe- | 
red to the charitable perſon, are | 
but pleaſant fancies ; the tor- | 
ments of the other, denounced to | 
the uncharitable, but feartul | 


dreams: all other things are but 
names, Money and Lands are the 
only real things-umto him : all the 


happineſs he can conceive or wiſh, 


IS 
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is contained - in bags and barns; | 
theſe are the ſole points of his 
| Faith, and objects of his confi- 
dence, He makes gold his bope, 1x.4.c. +. 9. 
and ſaith to the fine gold, Thou art 
| my confidence : he rejoyces becauſe 
| his wealth is great, and becauſe his 
| hand hath gotten much , ( as Job Job x1. 24. 
Z ſpeaketh,diſclaiming that praQice 
Z in himſelf, and tacicly charging 
© it on the perſons we ſpeak of.) 
© He doth infine affe& a total inde- 
Z pendency upon God, and cares to 
have no dealing with him; he 
= would truſt to himſelf, and live 
on his own eſtate ; ſo groſs infide- 
= lity, and horrible protaneneſs of 
Z mind, lie couched under this ſort 
* of vices, 
s, As for the love of God, the li- 
beral man declares it, in that for 
God's ſake he is willing to part 
with any thing ; thac he values 
God's love and favour above all 
other goods; that he deems him- 
ſelf rich and happy enough in the 
| enjoyment 


_ me ad ——_- kd —__  - M1 £44 + "es 


C4 3.17. enjoyment, of God. But, Who 
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hath this worlds goods, and ſecth his 
brother have need, and ſhutteth 


his bowels from him, how awelleth| 


the love of God in him? faith 
St. Fohn; that is, it is impoſlible 
he ſhould love God ; 'tis a vain 
conceit to think he does ; *tis. a 
frivolous thing for him to pretend 
it: for how poſſibly can he bear 
in bis heart any affettion to God, 
who will not for his ſake, nor at 
his inſtance part with a little 
worthleſs traſh, and dirty pelf? 


who prizes ſo inconſiderable mat- | 


ters beyond God's favour and 
friendſhip * who prefers the keep- 
ing of his wealth, before the en- 


joyment of God ; and chuſes ra-} 
ther certainly to quit his whole 
intereſt in God, than to adventure # 
a ſmall parcel of his eſtate with 
God * His practice indeed ſuffici- | 


ently diſcovers, that his hard and 


ſtupid hearr is uncapable of any || 


love, except of a corrupt, inordi- 


nate 
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nate and fond love, or dotage to- 
ward himſelf, fince fo preſent and 
ſenſtble'objects cannot affet him: 


He that loveth not his brother whom i Joh 4.20. 


he hath feen, how can he love God 
whom he hath not ſeen * 

And as to the fearand reverence 
of God, the liberal man expreſles 
it in ſubmiflion tro God's com- 
mands,although with hjs own pre- 
ſent ſeeming diminution and loſs; 
in prefering the diſcharging of his 
Conſcience before the retaining 
his Money 3 in caſting over-board 


| kis temporal goods, that he may 


ſecure his ſpiritual and eternal 
concernments : He can fay ( his 
practice atteſting to his profeſſion) 


8 with David, 1 love thy Command: Ph. ng. 12, 
E ments above gold; and The Law of 7" 

| thy mouth is dearer to me than thou- 
8 ſands of gold aud ſilver ; he ſhews, 
# chat he zr 2 man of truth, fearing x :Q94. 18. 21. 
| God,and hating covetouſne Ss. which 
| diſpoſitions, as having much afhni- 
| ty and connexion, are well joyned 


F together 
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together hay Jethro, But the un-Kpg 
charitable man can have little fear; 
of God before his eyes ; ſince the 
commands of God have no efficacy! 
on his Conſcience ; fince he. 
dreads not the effe&s of divine 
power and juſtice , provoked by 
his diſobedience; ſince he deems 
an imaginary danger of want from 
giving, worſe than a certain com-i 
miſfion of fin in withholding ; and 
is more afraid of penury here, than 
of damnation hereafter, 

The truth is, the covetous or il 
liberal man is therefore uncapable 
of beivg truly pious, becauſe his 
heart is poſſeſſed with vain devo- 
tion toward ſomewhat beſide Gad, 
which in effe& is his ſole Divini- 
ty : he 1s juſtly ſtiled an Idolater, 
for that he dire&s and employs 
the chief affetions of his mind toy 
upon an Idol of Clay, which he jþf- 
loves with all his heart and all his 1 
ſou], which he entirely confides ſhot] 
in, which he eſtecms and worſhips ſhe 
above 


1- 
ar 


| 
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bove all things. It is Mammon, 
hich of all the Competitors and 
\ntagoniſts .of : God , invading 


s (as our Lord intimates ) the 
oſt dangerous, and deſperately 
pugnant: where he becomes 
redominant, true Religion is 
vite excluded, Ne cannot ſerve 
pod and Mammon., Other vitious 
clinations combat reaſon , and 
ften baffle it, but ſeldom ſo van- 
aiſh it, as that a man doth ap- 
rove or applaud himſelf ia his 
iſcarriages ; but the covetous 
umour ſeizeth on our reaſon. it 
If, and ſeateth it ſelf therein 
ducing it to favour and counte- 
ance what 1s done. amiſs : the 
oluptuous man 1s ſwayed by the 


iolence of his appetite, but the 


ovetous is ſeduced by the dictate 


($f - his judgment; he therefore 
rapes and hoards , and lets go 
Þothing;becauſe he eſteems wealch 
he beſt thing in the world, and 

F 2 then 


. 


+: 


$;ods right,and uſurping his place, Mar. 6. 24. 
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Prov. 23. 4+ 


' any being in the world, but al 
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then judges himfelf moſt wi 
when he is moſt baſe : Labour 
to be rich, ceaſe from thine 0 
wiſdom, ſaith Solomon; intimating© 
the judgment ſuch perſons ; 
wont to make of their rich 
whence of all diſpoſitions oppt 
fite to piety, this is the moſt pe 
nicious, But further, 

6. Let us conſider ; That nf 
thing is more conformable 
Gods nature, or renders us mai 
like $o him, than beneficence ali 
mercy; and that conſequen 
nothing can be more grateful i 
him ; that nothing is more di: 
greeable and contrary to tif 
eſſential diſpoſition of God, thaff® 
illiberality and unmercifulneſs 
and therefore that nothing canh 
more diſtaſtful to him, What 


cftiux of his bounty, and an argu 
ment of his liberality 2 Look ev 
ry where about Nature, conſid 
the whole tenour of Providence 

ſurvep 


& 6 
" 

& 

» % 


ſurvey all the works and ſcan all 
the actions of God, you will find 
. Fthem all conſpiring in atteſtation 
to thoſe ſweet Characters and Elo- 
gies, which the holy Scripture aſ- 
Fcribeth to God, repreſenting him 
\ Wto be Mercifal and gracious, loyg- E*od. 34.6. 
uffering, and abundant in goodneſs ; 
to be ſorry for evil, ( incident or Joel 2.13. 
Finflicted upon any Creature ) to mic, , 18. 
aff 4c/ight in mercy, to wait that he Tfii. 30. 18. 
may be gracious ; (tiling him the os 
God of love, of peace, of hope, of 12. IM 
patience, of all grace, and of all _ 2. 4. 
Wconſolation ; the Father of pities, ng w_ 
rich in mercy, and full of bowels ; Jm 5.1. 
affirming ot him, and by manifold ' than 
vident evidences demonſtrating, 
that he is benign ever unto the in- Luk. 6. 35. 
Rerateful and evil; that He is good Vial. 145.9, 
ito all, and his tender mercies are 
ghover all his works. Nature, (I 07 many 
ſay) Providence and Revelation, 17? 
do all concur in teſtifying this , 542, #ws os 
 Fthat therc is nothing in God ſo pe- 7? pn oy 
.Aculiarly admirable, nothing (as it 3},N1z Ocar- 
| F-4 were) 26: 


i af 
vi 

'%; 
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were) ſo God-like; that is, 
highly venerable and amiable, ; 
to do good and-ſhew mercy. We 


therefore by liberal communicatif| 


Deus eſt mor- gn to the needy, do moſt approad 


_ VF. tothenature of God,and moſt ex 
Pltz. Nat. He aQly imitate his practice ; a 
£5 quirirg to our ſelves there 
ſomewhat of Divinity, and ht 
coming little Gods to our Neip 
*CoSiv Þ nuds bour: Nothing (ſaith St. Chr 
045 uw, m5? home ) maketh us fo near equal i 
8 Oe | 
Tev. Chry1. in God, as beneficence S. and, Be (fait 
Mg On Gregory Nazianzen ) a Godh 


Tirs 76 aw-the unfortunate, imitating the mii 
8/77 e605 Tov cy of God ; for 4 man hath nothin 


Z>£ Ts Jes 


wud vG-. of God ſo much as to dogood, Thi 


«J's 3 87% ſych hath always been the con# 


Sear MON apprehenſion -of men , th 
5% 5 Naz practice of all times ſheweth, i 
©9-** that men have been ever apt | 
Mic of ve- Place their BenefaQtors amo 
ferendi bene their Gods,deferring that love ar 
bratiam mos, VENETation unto them in degret 
uc tales numi- Which 1n perfetion do appertit 
bar, to the ſupreme Benefadtor, : 

| | mercifh 
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merciful, as your heavenly Father Suſcepir vica 
. "OT . ominum,coln- 
is merciful ; ſo our Saviour Ppro- ſucrudoque 

4 poſeth Gods mercy to us , both as ors" = 
ati} a pattern direRing, andas an ar- cenes riros 
gument inducing us to mercitul- in, ceclum fa- 
neſs, implying ir alſo to be ate wlleent: 
good fign declaring us the children ©. de N.Dar. 
of God; the genuine off-ſpring 1. s. ;5.36. 
of the all-good and all-merciful | 
Father, yea, that it even renders 
and conſtitutes us ſuch, (we there- 
by coming moſt truly to repreſent, 
and moſt nearly ro reſemble him.) 
Our Lord farther teaches us, ſay- 
in, Love your exemics, bleſs them 
that curſe you, do good to thoſe that 
hate you—that you may be the ſons 
of” your Father which is in heaven, 
And they who thus are God's chil- 
dren, muſt conſequently be very 
dear to him, and moft gracious in 
his fight ; he cannot but greatly 
like and love himſelf (the beſt of 
himſelf) in them ; he cannot but 
cheriſh and treat them well, who 
are the faireſt and trueſt images of 


Þ + himſelf ; 


Mut 4. 44 45- 


88 


Coloſ. 3. 12, 


Epicſ. 5.1, 2. 
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himſelf ; no ſpeRacle 'can be ſo 


diſtant from God, or ſo extreamly 
oppoſite to him, as a greedy and 
griping Niggard ; Hell is ſcarce 
ſo contrary to Heaven, as ſuch a 
mans diſpoſition to the nature of 
God; for 'tis goodneſs which fits 
loriouſly triumphant at the top | 
of Heaven; and wncharitableneſs | 
lieth miſerably groveling under 
the bottom of Hell: Heayen de- 
ſcends from the one, as its princi- 
pal cauſe ; Hell is- built on the 
z bk other, 


Ot 

pleaſant to him, as to. ſee us in Þ x} 
our practice to at himſelf, doing | A 
good to one another ; as the elect # { 
of Goa, holy and beloved, putting on Þ® F 
bowels of mercies and kipaneſs, ® C 
humbleneſs of mind, meckneſs, long-W n 
ſuffering ; forbearing one another, Þ x 
axd forgiving one another, even a: Þ v 
Chriſt forgave us ; being followers of ® d 
God as acar children, and walkin } 
in love, even as Chriſt alſo loved us, K « 
Byt on the other fide, there is not Þ « 
in Nature any thing ſo remotely | « 
( 
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other, as its main foundaticn : as 
the one approximates the bleſſed 
Angels to God, & beautihes them, 
ſo the other removeth the curſed 
Fiends to ſuch a diſtance from 
God and happiveſs : not to with, 
not to do any good, is that which 
renders them both ſo bad, and ſo 
wretched ; and whoever inhis con- 
ditions is ſo like to them, and in 
his practice ſo agrees with them, 
cannot but alſo be very odious to 
God , and extreamly unhappy ; 
God cannot but abhor ſo baſe a 
degeneration from his likeneſs in 
thoſe, who by nature are his chil- 
dren, and ſhould be further ſuch 
according to his gracious deſign ; 


neither can any thing more offend 


his eyes, than ſeeing them to uſe 
one another unkindly : ſo that if 
obtaining the certain favour of 
the great God,with all the benefits 
attending it, ſeem conſiderable to 
us ; or if we think it adviſable 
to ſhun his difpleaſure,with its ſad 
ES cftes ; 


go 


NI. Head of Further, before we deny our 
Diſcourſe. relief to our poor Neighbour, let 
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effeqs ; it concerns us to pradiſe 


theſe duties. So I conclude thar 
ſort of Conſiderations, enforcing 
theſe duties, which more imme- 
diately regard God. I 


us with the eyes of our mind look 
on him, and attentively confider 


who heis ; what he is in himſelf, | 


and what he is in relation unto us, 
The righteous confudereth the cauſe 
of the poor , but the wicked regard- 


eth not to know it, Prov. 29, 7. 


Bleſſed is he that confidereth the 
poor, Pſal. 41.1. 

. 1, He whoſe need craves our 
bounty , whoſe miſery demands 


' our mercy, what is he? Helis not 


truly ſo mean and ſorry a thing, 
as the diſguiſe of misfortune, un- 


der which he appears, doth repre- 


ſent him, He who looks ſo defur- 
medly and diſmally, who to out- 


ward {ight is ſo ill beſtead, and ſo 


pitifully 
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pitifully accoutred , hath latent 


1n him'much of admirable beauty 
_ and' glory; he within himſelf 
- containeth a nature very excel- 
.. lent, an immortal ſoul, and an in- 
-- relligent mind, by which he near- 


ly reſembleth God himſelf, and 
is comparable to Angels ; he in- 
viſibly is owner of endowments, 
rendring him capable of the great- 


_ eſt and beſt things: What are Mo- 


ney and Lands e what are Silk 


and fine Linnen 5 what are Hor- 
. .ſfes and Hounds in compariſon to 
Reaſon, to Wiſdom, to Vertue, 
_ to Religion, which he hath, or (in 


deſpight of all misfortune) he may 


| have, if he pleaſe £ He whom you 
| behold fo dejedtedly ſneaking, in 
| ſo deſpicablea garb, ſo deſtitute 


of all convenience and comfort, 
(lying in the duſt, naked or clad 
with rags, meager with hunger or 
pain) he comes of a moſt high and 
heavenly extraftion , he was born 
a Prince, the Son of the greateſt 
c. King 
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Prov. 22. 2. 


Gen. x. 28. 


Pal.8.6. 
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King Eternal ; he can truly call 
the Soveraign Lord of all the 
World, his Father , having deri- 
ved his ſoul from the mouth, ha- 
ving had his body formed by the 
hands of God himſelf : ( in this, 
The rich and poor, as the Wiſe-man 
ſaith, do meet together ; the Lord is 
the Maker of them all.) That ſame 
forlorn Wretch, whom we are ſo 
apt to deſpiſe and trample upon, 
was framed and conſtituted Lord 
of the viſible World, had all the 
goodly brightneſſes of Heaven, 
and all the coſtly furnitures of 
Earth created to ſerve him: Thou 
madeſt him, (ſaith the Pſalmiſt 'of 
man ) # have dominion over the 
works of thine hands ; thou haſt put 
all things under his feet : Yea, he 
was made an inhabirant of Para- 
diſe, and Profeſſour of telicities 
ſuperlative ; had immortal lite, 
and endleſs joy in his hand ; did 
enjoy the entire favour and friend- 
ſhip of the moſt High : ſuch in 
| worth 


= | 0 barity. 

wotth of Nature, and nobleneſs 
of Birth he is,as a man ; and high- 
ly more conſiderable he is, as 4 
Chriſtian ; for as vile and con- 
temptible as he looks, God hath 
ſo regarded and prized him , as 
for his ſake to deſcend from Hea- 
ven, to cloath himſelf with fleſh, 
to aſlume the form of a ſervant ; 
for his good to undertake and un- 
dergo the greateſt inconveniences, 
infirmities, wants and difpgraces ; 
the moſt grievous troubles, and 
moſt ſharp pains incident to mor- 
tal nature ; God hath adopted him 
to be his Child; the Son of God 
hath deigned to call him Brother z 
he is a Member of Chriſt, a Tem- 
ple of the Holy Ghoſt, a free De- 
nizon of the heavenly City. an 
Heir of Salvation, and Candidate 
of eternal Glory 3 the greateſt and 
richeſt Perſonage is not capable of 
better Priviledges, than God bath 
granted him, or of higher prefer- 
ments , than God hath —_— 

im 
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him to: He equally with "the 
mightieſt Prince is the obje& of 
God's eſpecial Providence and 
Grace, of. his continual regard 
and care, of his fatherly loye and 
Job 34. I9. 
2 vnow, #ns Taith, accepteth not the perſons of 
wolus ouire- Princes, nor regardeth the rich more 
que; 452.9 TH than the poor s for they are all the 
a hung anl work of his hands, | In fine, this 
2 7417 Ju poor Creature whom thou ſeeſt, is 
Chroſin Heb. 4 man, and a Chriſtian, thine 
Orat. z equal, who ever thou art, in _na- 
or coat ture; and thy peer in condition 5 
xais Toodurlw I ſay not in the uncertain and un- 
Exor75 1997- fable gifts of fortune, not in this 
{41229 ,T0It0 (4%- A R . 4 
3 ger7e; worldly ſtate, which is very incon- 
in o deve ſjderable z but in gifts vaſtly more 
Aerre, rrvees» PIECIOUS, in title to an eſtate in- 
_—_— _—_ m_ rich and —_ : 
G#. 5" yea, if thou art vain and proud, 
wept IR be ſuber and humble; he is thy bet- 
—_— ter, in true dignity much to be 
7% euopeyras. preterred before thee, farin real 
Naz.0!at: 23: yealth ſurpaſſing thee : for, Bet- 


Eccl. 10.244 Ferts the poor that walketh in his 


up- 


afteRtion; who, as good Elihu 


4 as% ah }mp rd A PP hay, wm, 


p_— 
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| wprightneſs , than he that ss perverſe Prov. 28. 6. 
in his ways, though he be rich. 
2. That diſtintion which chou 
ſtandeſt upon, and which ſeemeth 
ſo vaſt berween thy poor Neigh- 
bour and thee.what is it * whence 
did it come ? whither tends it * 
It is not any-wiſe natural, or ac- 
cording to primitive defign : for 
as all men are in faculties and en- 
dowments of nature equal, ſo 
were they all originally equal in 
condition, all wealthy and happy, 
all conſtituted in a moſt proſpe- 
rous and plentiful eftate ; all 
things at firſt were promiſcuoully 1, © way. 
expoſed to the uſe and enjoyment 7%. 2y42#ie 
ofall ; every one from the com- OY 
mon ſtock aſſuming as his own rudur Þ 3. 
what he needed. Inequality and !#7r , 55s 
x . c k £9v EwIOnATep 
private intereſt in things, ( toge- 75 444 57 
ther with fickneſles EG drvedray, 
gether with all other infelicities 7 
and inconveniences) were the by- Corwmawm 
blows of our Fall, fin ingrodu- 334759 


ced theſe degrees and diſtances ; Greg. Nat. 
: it Ora. 6. 
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it deviſed the names of rich and 
poor; it begot theſe ingroſlings 
and incloſures of things ; it forged 
thoſe two ſmall peſtilent words, 
meum and tuun,which have engen- 

\ , ,dred ſo much firite among men, 
_= and created ſo much miſchief in 
wWuxer gue gy the world : theſe preternatural 


engine 7 42 diſtinRions were- (I ſay) brooded 
£15 Thu ott8p%- a 

yu ciozzzyar, by Our fault, andare in great part 
Pe Cary foſtered and maintained thereby, 
r/. & in Act, for were we generally ſo good, ſo 


&47- _. jaſt, ſocharitable as we ſhould be, 
anibus in they could hardly ſubſit, efpecial. 


omnibus in 
commune pro- Iy in taat meaſure they do, + God 
IT n * . ; A . 
Deus generari indeed ( for promoting ſome g00d 
we Fagoe ends, and for prevention of ſome 
OMe my - : 
dikes png miſchiets, apt to ſpring from our 
ny wry ill nature in this our lapſed ſtate ; 
um quad | particularly to prevent the ſtrife 
communis pofſ- an 


coagis po d diſorder which ſcrambling 


;gitur jus com- WOUld cauſe among men, preſu- 
mune genera. : ; | , 

vit, uſurpatio Jus tecit privarum,  Amubroſ? Offic, c, 28, 
X 0 & wen argeitcigs TET9.£QUAAT 570. 8 Seas, 2X Ig 
Degas lu} , uy apy, aber! ab ouarcss s TAG, 5 mips, © wa 
X05» s p53as, 8 daboa av £ywoan mri. Chiyl, in 1 Cars 
Wl, 32» 
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ming ; 
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{ humble requeſt, which according min 
{ to conſcience ought to have effect, 
* No man therefore is allowed to 
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ming on equal right and parity of*g,,., 1, + 
force ) doth ſuffer them in ſome 75 & Sd7gp 
manyer to continue, and enjoyns 25% #744: 
us a contented ſubmiſſion to them; cog: 7% 4- 


but we miſtake, if we think that Haro vhs 
natural equality and community wn 52, x7 
are in effe&t quite. taken away , 7w xevov 

or that all the world is ſo canto- 24% 
nized among ſome few, that the % naw k 
reſt have no ſhare therein; No, ; Arno wo 
every man hath ſtill a competent ont oas 


{ patrimony due to him, and a ſuffi- 2 7 =g9- 
| cient proviſion made for his to- 01 

| lerable ſubſitence ; God hath 

| brought no man hither to be ne- 


ceſlarily ſtarved, or pinched with 
extream want ; but hath aſſigns | 
SS : + Incaſsum ſe 
to every One a Childs portion, In innocentes pu- 
ſome fair way to be obtained by fant qui con 
"Tit hor be lacek g: b 1 mune Dei mu- 
im, ELtNET DY legal rIgnt, Or TR Gs 
icants 
Greg. AM, 


|| detain, or to deſtroy ſuperfluouſly 


{ what another man apparently 
| wants; but is obliged to impart 
| G yr 
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Mat. 24, 45+ 


Luk. 12.42. 


 indue ſeaſon, and no jult priviledpe 


2 Cor, 8. 14. 


- It to him : ſo that rich men are in 
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deed but the Treaſurers, the Stew- 
ards, the Caterers of God for the 
reſt of men, having a ſtri& charge} 
to diſpenſe unto every one his meat 


to withhold it from any : the ho. 
nour of diſtribution is conferred 
on them, as a reward of their fi 
delity and care; theright of en- 
joyment is reſerved to rhe poor, 
as a proviſion for their neceſſity, 
Thus hath God wiſely projeCted, 
that all his Children ſhould both 
effectually and quietly be provi: 

ded for; and that none of thenii 
ſhould be oppreſſed with penury 
ſo that (as St. Paul hath it ) On 
mans abundance ſhould ſupply ant: 
ther mans want, that there may bt 
an equality: tor ſince no man can 
enjoy more than he needs , and 
every man ſhould have ſo much asj 

he needs, there can be really nofſhi 
great inequality among men ; thei 
diſtintion will ſcarce remain} 
other | 
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xther-where than in fancy; What 
he Philoſopher ſaid of himſelf, 


ie Bhat I have is ſo mine, that it is . mea fic 
: . + . abeo, ur omM- 

x ey mans, IS according to the nium ſint. De- 

at ractice of each man, who is truly metrins apud 


. ; 4 Sen de B þ 
nd in due meaſure charitable z y:7. wo. 


0-Fhereby that ſeemingly enormous 02-75) 73 
dMiſcrimination among men is well 2,3,” 2© 
why C22 auToy, ey 

-Fnoderated, and the equity of Di- <wuobrgo, 
-Fine Providence is vindicated : —_— Fe” 
ut he that ravenouſly graſps far M. ; 
ore than he can well uſe, and 
ripes it faſt into his clutches, ſo 
vlhat the needy in their diſtreſs 
"Fannot come by it, doth pervert 
hat equity which God hath eſta- 
liſhed in things; defeats his good 
ntention, ( ſo far as he can) and 
tings a ſcandal on his Provi- 
ence ; and ſo doing is highly both 
jurious and impious. | 2 

# 3. It wasalſo(which we ſhould 
SRonfider ) even one main end of 
oﬀthis difference among us, -permit- 
cd and ordered by God's Provi- 

n Wence; thar as ſome mens induſtry. 

r 8 G 2 and 
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and patience might be exerci 
by their poverty, ſo other ny 
by their wealth ſhould have alerc 
lity of practiſing juſtice and ch; 
rity ; that ſo both rich and pulifſth 
might thence .become capableWm; 
recompences,ſuitable to the won 


atm od i of ſuch vertuous periormancſlco 
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1heud. Ep.33 X 


$ 


—_— thog rich ( ſaith St. Bililas 
an 


\ 


he poor? Surely for thiffan 
That thou mayeſt attain the renaco 
of benignity, and faithful diſpeipr 
and that he may be honon11d 
with the great prize of patienPc 


2; aw- God in making thee rich, wa wi 


have thee to be a double Benade 
or, not only to thy poor Newſſdo 
bour, bur alſo to thy ſelf , whim: 
thou beſtoweſt relief on him, puſſpr 


allo by this prder of things «thi 
ſigns, that a charitable entercoulf re: 
ſhould be maintained among may wl 
mutually pleaſant and beneticilf pl 


the rich kindly obliging the pol H 


and the poor gratefully ſerviſ} on 


Li a 
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> rich, Wherefore by negle&- 

Sog thefe duties, we unadviſedly 

ofs the good purpoſe of God to- 

ard us, depriving our ſelves of _ 
Polfithe chief advantages our wealth 
Wmay afford. 
8. 4. We ſhould alſo do well to 
Yconſider, that a poor man, even 
Fas ſuch, is not to be diſregarded, 
Rand that poverty it ſelf is noſuch 
Ycontemptible thing as we may be 
ei prone to imagine : thereare Con- 
FF {iderations , which may qualifie 
A Poverty even to diſpute the place 
with Wealth, and to claim prece- 
dence to it: It the world vulgarly 
MF doth account, and call the rich 
man happy, a better Author hath |. 

pronounced the poor man ſuch: 

Bleſſed are the poor, doth march in 7,e 6; x0. 
iF the van of the Beatitudes, and a 
C reaſon goeth along therewith , 
ay which aſſerteth its right to the 
all place, for theirs i the Kingdom of 
Heaven ; for that they are not 
y only in an equal capacity as men, 
4 G 3 | but 


2 Cor. 8. 9. 


but in a nearer diſpoſition as po, 
to the acquiſition of that bliſsfyl 
ſtate z for that poverty ( the My 


The Daty and Reward | 


ſtreſs'of Sobriety and honeſt Tnj 


duſtry, the Mother of Humiliy 
and Patience, the Nurſe of 4 
Vertue) renders men more willin! 
to go, and more expedite in 

way toward Heaven ; by it alh 
we conform unto the Son of Gd 
himſelf, the Heir of Eternal Mz 
jeſty, the Saviour of the World 
who for our ſake became poor, (4 
us inidyxevor, for our ſake b 
came a beggar) that we throw 
his poverty (or beggary) might bt 
come rich : he willingly choſe, | 
eſpecially dignified and ſantifie 
that depth of poverty, which we 
ſo proudly flight and loath, Th: 
greateſt Princes and Potentatc 


in the World, the moſt wealthy} 


and haughty of us all, but fo 
one poor Beggar had been irr: 
coverably miſerable : to Povert 


it is, that every one of us dotlff 
&5 4 FA : : : - s 
, __ on 


32 
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Be 
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Of Charly, 99 
owe all the poſſibility there is, 
all the hopes we can have of Our pionatur a. 
Salvation and ſhall We then In- liquis pauper- 
gracfully requite it with ſcorn , **m cujus 

' 5. | ram clatz ima- 
or with pitileſs negleg ? ſhall we gines ſunt? 
preſume in the perſon of any poor 3% CIO 
man, to abhor or contemn the ve= | 
ry poor, but moſt holy and moſt 
ha ESUS, ourLord and. 

P 4 0, Our L | 
Redeemer? Nog if we will do - 
Poverty right, we muſt rather for 
his dear ſake and memory defer 
an eſpecial reſpect and veneration 
thereto. | 

5. Thus aduerefle&ion on the Nemo eſt in 
=E . genere huma- 

oy man himſelf, his nature and no, cui non di- 
ſtate, will induce us to ſuccour ; pry ns oh 
but let us alſo conſider him as re- cyairare , pro 
lated unto our ſelves : Every ſuch irfs ramen | 

ſ 2. 'C C . communis na- 
per ON 1S Our near —_ nan, IS tury locieta'e 
our Brother, is by indifſoluble __— 
bands of cognation in blood, and © 7" 
agreement in Nature knit and 
united to us, We are all but 
ſeveral ſtreams iſſuing from one 
ſource , ſeveral twigs ſprouting 
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x00 The Duty and Reward 
' from one ſtock; Ore blood, des 
rived through ſeveral channels; 


AQ. 17. 26. , © . PIN : 
$05, a5; one ſubltance, by miraculous effi: 


dr9gor@- av-cacy of the Divine BenediCtion, 
*o79 2 9 multiplyed or dilated ' unto ſeve-i 
Aov. Ariit. : : : ; ; 
| ral times and places. We are 
all faſhioned according to the 
fame orignal Tdea , reſembling 
'Ey eadſgins God our common Father ; we 
et, are all endowed with the ſame 
w7199% » taculties, inclinations and affe- | 
ee. Aions; we all conſpire in the 
_ . . . ; 
ſame eſſential ingredients of our 
canſtitution , and in the more no- | 
table adjuncts thereof, it is only 
ſome inconfiderable accidents , 
( ſuch as age, place, figure, ſta 
ture, colour, garb) which diverſify 
and diſtinguiſh us ; 'in which, ac- 
cording to ſucceſhons of ' time and Þ 
chance , we commonly no leſs Þ 
differ from our ſelves, than we | 
do art preſent from them :: ſo that 
in effe& and reaſonable eſteem, 
every man is not only our Brother, 
bur (as Ariſtetle faith of a friend) Þ 
KEN | x Faves 


3 ; 


ZNNG- arts, anther ones felf, is Nihil eſturnes 


of Charity. FR Ior 


not only our moſt lively image,but 7am wo 

in a manner our very ſubſtance; omnes inter 

another our ſelf under a ſmall ya- poimctiples | 

riation of preſent circumſtances : zeg. r. - * 

the moſt of diſtinction between us 

and our poor Neighbour, confiſts 

in exteriour ſhew ; in moveable 

attire, in caſual appendages torhe 

nature of many ſo' that really 

when we uſe him well, we are 

kind to our ſelves, when we yield 

him courteous regard, we bear re- 

ſpe& to our own nature ; when 

we feed and comfort him, we do 

ſuſtain and cheriſha member of 

our own body : 'but when we are 

cruel or harſh to him, we abuſe 

our ſelves, when we ſcorn him, 

we lay diſparagement and dif- | 

grace on mankind' it ſelf, when SS 

we withhold ſuccouror ſuſtenance | 

from him, we do (as the Prophet 

ſpeaketh) hide our ſelves from our 

own fleſh ; we ſtarve a parc of our 

own body, and wither a m—_— 
- we Ou 6 
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of our ſtock :. immoderate ſelfiſh; 
neſs ſo blindeth us, that we over- 
ſee and forget our ſelves : it is in 


102 


.. this, as it is in other good ſenſes, j 


true what the Wiſe-man faith, 


Prov. 11. 17.. * | 7 f 
SE 07 four 3 but he that is cruel, trou 

bleth his owp fleſh. | 
. 6. Further, as the poor man is 


ſo nearly allied to us by ſociety Þ 
of common nature, ſo is he more 
ſtrictly joyned to us by the bands Þ 
of ſpiritual Conſanguinity, All Þ 
Chriſtians (high and low, rich and Þ 


The merciful man doth good to his | 


poor)are children of the ſame hea: Þ 


yenly Father,ſpring from the ſame | 
1ncorruptible ſeed, are regenera- | 

- ſame lively hope, are | 
Co-heirs of the ſame heavenly in- | 
heritance; are all members of one | 


ted to 


Rom, 12. 5. body, (members ſaith St. Paul, one 
"bw if another) and animated by one 

a .* 3- 2 . 
TavTes 0 © 
ueis 5 iris the moſt noble, and the moſt 


.holy Spirit : which relation, as it þ 


LETT EE 


1x29 ins. cloſe that can be , ſo it ſhould Þþ 


Chryſ. in Joh. 
Or. 15. 


breed the greateſt endearments, | 
and F 


Of Charity. Joy 


i and ſhould expreſs it {elf in cop- 
et reſpandent cffe&s; it ſhould ren- 
inf der ys full of affetjon and ſym- f 


5, | pathy one toward another; ir 
h, ſhould make us to tender - the 


i needs, and feel the ſufferings of - 
«| any Chriſtian as qur own 5 it 
ſbould diſpoſe us freely ro com- BW 
j ; : | _d biawy 30 dey 
15 municate what eyer we have, how $9 33 


ty precious ſoever', to any of our giau 3636; 
re brethren: this hboly, friend{hip. mpus\ 42 
& | ſhould eſtabliſh a charitable equa- **5nt 04 
| lity and community among. us , Androme _..;: 
dÞ both in point of honour and of  --* 
| cftate: for finceall things conſi- 
| derableare common unto ys, fince 
-= we are all purchaſed and purified 
ef by the ſameprecious blood, fince 
- | we all partake of the ſamepreci- 
e& ousfaith,of the ſame high calling, 
*® of the ſame honourable 'privi- 
ek ledges, of the fame glorious pro- 
tw miſes andhopes; fince we all have 
th the ſameLord and Saviour; why 
I | {ſhould theſe ſecular trifles be fo 
» Þ private and particular among us ? 
F # Ih Sk | | Why * 


204 The Duty and Reward 
' Why ſhould not fo huge a parity 
in thoſe only valuable things not 
wholly (I ſay not in worldly ſtate, 
or outward appearance, ſuch as 
the preſervation of order in ſecy- 
Eoloſ-3. 11. lar affairs requireth, but) in our 
opinion and affection extinguiſh 
_ that ſlight diltinQion of y/ch and 
poor, in concernments temporal ? 
How can we ſlight ſo noble, fo 
ur a m— as a Chriſtian, 
or wanting a little droſs * How 
Heb. 2-11. can we deem our ſelves much his 
Mat. 25. 40. a” | 
Joh. r5-14 ſuperiour, upon ſo petty an ad- 
| vantage, for having that, which 
is not worth ſpeaking or thinking 
of, in compariſon to what he en- 
joyeth 2 Our Lord himſelf is not 
aſhamed to call the leaſt among 
us his Brother, and his Friend ; 
| and ſhall we then diſdain to yield 
to ſuch an one the regard, and 
| treatment ſuitable to ſuch a Qua- 
2- lity ? Shall we not honour any 
| Brother of our Lord * ſhall we 
not be civil and kind to any 
EY: | : ' Friend 


1 £ harity, Ru 
Friend of his? If we do not; how 
can we pretend to bear any true 
reſpe& or affection unto himſelf? 


195 


It is his expreſs precept, that the Mar, 20. 26 


greateſt among us ſhould, in imi- 
tation of his moſt humble and 
charitable Self, be ready to ſerve 
the meaneſt ; and, that we ſhould 
in honour prefer one another , and 
in lowlineſs of mind eſteem others 
better than our ſelves, are Apo- 
ſolical Rules, extending indiffe- 
rently to rich and poor, which 
are plainly violated by diſregar- 
ding the poor. Yeazthis relation 
ſhould,according to St. John's Do- 
Grine, diſpoſe us not only freely 
to impart theſe temporal goods, 
but even, if occaſion be, willingly 
ro expoſe our very lives for our 
brethren : Hereby, ſaith he, we per- 
ceive the love of God, becauſe he 
aid down his life for us ; and we 
onght to lay down our lives for our 
brethres, How greatly then are 
they deficient from their = , 

ow 


d 


Rom. 12. 10. 
IL 2. 3. 


I Joh. 3. 16. 
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how little in truth are they Chri- 
ftians, who are unwilling to part 
with the very ſuperfluities and ex- 
crements of their fortune for the 
relief.of a poor Chriſtian 2 Thus 
conſidering our Brother,may breed 
in us charitable diſpoſitions to- 
ward: hit, and indace vis to the 
practice of theſe duties; 


Iv. Head of Moreover, if we refle& upor 


Diſcourſe, 


our ſelves, and conſider cicher our 
nature, or our ſtate here, we can- 
not but obſerve maiiy ſtrong en- 
gagements to the ſafiie practice. 
I.» The ery cotiſtitution, frame 
and temper of our nature, direc&- 
e&th and inclineth us thereto ; 
whence by obſerving thoſe duties, 


- we obſerve our own nature, we 


Juven. Sat, 15. 


improve it, we adyance it to the 
beſt perfection it is capable of ; 
by negletting them; we thwart, 
we impair, we debaſe the ſame=— 
---[126 noſtri pars eptima ſenſus; The 
beſt of our natural inclinations 


{ thoſe 


{AT pf (harttye SI | 
thoſe ſicred reliques' of God's 
Image originally ſtamped on our 
minds) do ſenſibly prompt , and » 

e Þ vehemently urge us to mercy and Th: afeaus 
| | pity: the very ſame bowels,which percre auxili- 


S 

| DICH Peters 
4 Þ in our own want do by a lively tal 
. 


| ſenſe of pain inform us thereof, 7-1». 16. 
and inſtigate us to provide for its  ;_;..... . 
relief,do alſo grievouſly reſent the EATIOX®- 

_ | diftreſſes of another, admoniſhing En, 
| © vs thereby, and provoking us to Yar eek, _ 
- | yield him ſuccour, Such is the. 
natural ſympathy between men, - 
(diſcernable in all, but appearing 
moſt yigorous in the beſt natures) 
that we cannot ſee, cannothear of, 
yea can hardly imagine the cala- 
mities of other men, without be- 
ing ſomewhat diſturbed , and a- 
fiicted our ſelves. As alſo Nature, 
to the ads requiſite toward pre- 
ſervation of our life, hath annex- 
ed a ſenſible pleaſure, forcibly en- 
ticing us to the performance of 
them : ſo hath ſhe made the com- 
munication of benefits to others, 
| to 


| 


\ 
% 
. 


to be accompanied with a very de 

licious reliſh upon the mind of hin 

that practiſes it 5 nothing irides{ 
carrying with it a more pure an{! 
ſavory delight chan Beneficency, 
A man may be vertuouſly volup. 
tuous, and a laudable Epicureby 
*paixe©- 73 _ much good ; for to receiye 
| Þ y 75 good, eych in the judgment of 
yoo tae Bpicurus himſelf, ( the great Pa 

we 9 ſeo tron of Pleaſure) is no wiſe ſo 

4 Pteſ conv: pleaſantas todo it : Godand Ny | 

cum Princ» Cure therefore within us do ſolli- Þ 

cite the poor man's caſe ; even-ou Þ 

own eaſe and ſatisfaction demand 

from us compaſſion and kindneſs 

towards him ; by exerciſing them, Þ + 

we hearken to Natures wiſe Diſ-Þ | 

c 

e 
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ciplines, 8 comply with her kind- | 
ly Inſtints, we cheriſh good hu- 
mour, and ſweeten our complexi- Þ 
on; ſo ennobling our minds, we ff i 
become not only more like to þ « 
God , but more perfectly men; | « 
by the contrary practice we re-Þ { 
bel againſt the Laws, and g's | t 
ce 


WITH 


>. © vo wo © 


| —_ wy Charity, 


the due- courſe of our Nature : 
we do weaken, corrupt and ſtifle 
that which is beſt inus:; we har- 
den and tupifie our ſouls ; fo 
monſtrouſly degenerating from 
the perfection of our kind, and be- 
coming rather like ſavage beaſts; 
than ſociable men ; yea, ſome=?* 
what worſe pertiaps than many 
beaſts; for commonly Brutes 


E will combine to the ſuccour of 
{ one another ; they. will defend 
} and help thoſe of the ſame 
S kind. : : -- | | 


2. And if the ſenſitive part 


| within us doth ſuggeſt ſo much, 
| the rational dictates more unto 
| us; that heavenly faculty,having 
| capacities ſo wide, and ſo mighty 
| energies , was ſurely not created 
} ro ſerve mean.or narrow deſigns ; 
| it was not given us to ſcrape eter: 
& nally incarth, or to amaſs heaps 
| of clay for private enjoyment 5 


for the ſervice of one puny crea- 


| ture, for the ſuſtenance or ſatis- 


H faRion 


The Duty and Reward 
faction of a fingle carcaſe : 'cis 
much below an intelligent perſon 
to weary himſelf with ſervile toils, 
and diſtract his mind with igno- 
ble cares for concernments ſo low 
and ſcanty ; but to regard and 
purſue th: common good of men; 
to diſpence, adviſe and aid, where 
need requires ; to diffuſe its ver- 
tue all about in beneficial effects, 
theſe are Operations worthy of 
Reaſon, theſe are employments 
congruous to the native excellen- 
cy of that Divine Power implan- 
ted in us ; ſuch performances de- 
clare indecd what a man is,whence 
he ſprang, and whither he tends, 

3+ Further, examining our 
ſelves, we may alſo obſerve, that 
we are in reality, what our poor 
Neighbour appears to be, in ma- 
ny reſpects no leſs indigent and 
impotent than he: we no leſs, yea 
far more, for our ſubliſtance de- 
pend upon the arbitrary bounty of 
another, than he ſeemeth to relie 
upon 


of Charity. 
upon ours. We as defedtible 
creatures do. continually want 
ſupport ; we as grievous ſinners 
do always need mercy ; every mo- 
ment we are contracting huge 
debts, far beyond our ability to 
diſcharge; debts of gratitude for 
benefics received, debts of guilt 
for offences committed ; we there- 


| fore perpetually ſtand obliged to 


be craving for mercy andrelief at 
the Gates of Heaven. - We all; 
from Prince to Peaſant, live meer- 


| ly upon alms, and are moſt really 
{ in condition Beggars : to pray al- 


ways, is a duty incumbent on us 
from the condition of our nature; 
as well as by the command of God. 

Such a likeneſs in ſtate ſhould 
therfore diſpoſe us to ſuccour our 


| fellows, and dxvatav Ko EAtov ALS Greg, Naz, 


XphcorTees, 20 lend mercy to God, who 


L need mercy from him, as the good 


Father ſpeaketh, We ſhould (as 


| the Apoſtle adviſes and argues) 
| Remember them that are in bonds, Heb. 13 3; 


H 2 as 


The Duty and Reward 


as bound with them; and them 
which ſuffer adverſity, as being our 
ſelves alſo in the body ; as being 


companions in neceſlity, or ſub- 


je& to the like diſtreſs. It wef 


daily receive mercy and relicf, yet 
unmindful of our obligation to 
God, refuſe them to others, ſhall 
we not deſerve to hear that dread- 


Mat. 18.32,33, ful exprobration, O thou wicked 
ſervant, 1 forgave thee all thi 


debt becauſe thou deſiredſt me; 


ſhouldeſt not thou alſo have had com- 
paſſion or thy fellow-ſervant, eVen F 


as I had pity on thee? 


Ow; trees 4+ The great incertainty, and ; 


7 __ Cx inſtability of our condition, doth 
IEP - . : 
Cp os 2 alſo require our conſideration, 


7-9cor972.4u)- We that now.flouriſh in a fairÞ 


"= and full eſtate, may ſoon be in 


Irachi, the caſe of that poor creature, 
who now ſues for our relief ; we 
that this day enjoy the wealth 
of Job, may the morrow need his 
patience 3 there are Sabears, which 
may come and drive away ge" | 

| te! ; 
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tel ; there are tempeſts , which 
may ariſe, and ſmite down our 
houſes ; there is a fire of God, 
which may fall from Heaven, and 
conſume onr ſubſtance ; a meſſen- 
ger of all theſe miſchiets may, 
tor all we know, be preſently at 


{ Qur doors ; it happened ſo to a 


better man than we, as unexpe- 


| Redly and with as ſmall ground to 
# fear it, as It can arrive to us: 
| all our wealth is ſurrounded with 
| dangers, and expoſed to caſualties 
E innumerable; Violence may 
# ſnatch it from us, Treachery may 
cheat us of it; Miſchance may 


ſeize thereon, a ſecret Moth may 


| devour it; the wiſdom of Provi- 


dence for our trial, or its juſtice 


| for our puniſhment, may bereave 
| us thereof , its own light and fluid 
nature (if no other aceemptable 


cauſes were apparent) might eaſlt- 


| ly ſerve to walſtic from-us ; for, 
| Riches (ſaith the Wiſe-man) make proy, 23. 5. 
| themſelves wings, (they it ſeems do 


H 3 need 
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F1al. 62, 10, 


Prov, 23. 5e 
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need no help for that) ad fly away 
like as an Eagle toward Heaven ; 
that is, of toneir own accord they 
do ſwiftly convey themſelves 
away, out of our fight, and be- 
yond our reach : they are but 
wind, What profit (ſays the Preach- 
er) hath he that laboureth for th: 
wind? tor wind, that is, for 1 
thing which can no wiſe be fixed 
or ſetled in one corner; which 


therefore tis a vanity to conceive, | 


that we can ſurely appropriate, 
or long retain. How then' can 


we think to ſtand firm upon a place 


ſo ſlippery « How can we build 
any confidence on a bottom ſo 
looſe and brittle * How can we 
ſuffer our minds to be ſwell d up, 


like bubbles, with vain conceit, | 


by the breath of ſuch things, more 
fleetingand vertiginous than any 
Air? againſt the precepts of the 
wiſeſt and beſt men: If riches in- 
creaſe, ſaich the Pſalmiſt, ſet mt 
yorr heart onthem © Wilt thou ſet 


thine | 
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thine eyes upon that which is not ? 
ſtith the Wiſe-man : (that is,wilt 
thou regard that which is ſo tran- 
ſitory and evanid, that it hardly 
may be deemed real , which we 
can ſcarce look on, before it is 
gone ©) and, Charge them ( ſaith 
St. Paul)that are rich in this world, 
that they be not high minded, nor 
truſt in uncertain riches : Emri TNS- 
Ts &9YAGTHTi, in the obſcurity, or 
inevidence of riches, things which 
we can never plainly diſcern how 
long we ſhall keep them, how , 9 Log 
, £TY 4TH 
much we can enjoy them ) what Z,., 5 a 


c 


ſhould make us unwilling with «v, % 4zo7:s 


' EIS AT PEA 
certain advantages to our ſelves, _—_ mM 


freely to let that go, which pre- roy pn pere- 
ſently without our leave may toi- a 
ſake us 2 How can we reaſona- Chiyſ Loans 
bly judge our caſe much different ® 55 

from that of the pooreſt body, 
when as in A trice we may Pper- 
haps change places and perſons ; 
when the ſcene turning, he may 
be advanced unto our wealth, we 
H 4 may 
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may be depreſled into his want? 


$ejanw—quo ſince every Age yieldeth inſtances 


die illvm SE- 
natus deduxe- 


of ſome Creſus, ſome Polycrates, 


rat, populus in ſome .P ompey , ſome Fob , ſome 


fruſta diviſit, 


Sen,ae i149. 2+ 


7] S2n, 2, 7, 

} W 13. 23. 

Piai. 167, 41, 
8683- 


Nebuchodonoſor,who within a ſmall 
compaſs of time doth appear to 
all men the obje& both ot admira- 
tion and pity,. is to the leſs wiſe 
the mark both of envy and ſcorn; 
ſeeing every day preſenteth un- 
expected viciflitudes ; the Sea of 
Humane Afﬀaics continually eb- 
bing and flowing, now rolling on 
this, now on the other ſhore its 
reſtleſs waves of profit and credit ; 
fince eſpecially there is a God , 
who arbitrarily diſpoſeth things, 
and with a turn of his hand chan: 
geth the ſtate of men ; who, as 
the Scripture ſaith, Maketh rich 
and poor, bringeth low and liſteth 


up, poureth contempt upon Princes, 


raiſeth the poor out of the duſt, and 
lifteth the beggar from the dunghil, 
zo ſet them among. Princes and to 
make them inherit the throne of gle> 


ry . 


re 


w—_ 
— 


m— 
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of ( harity. 
ry : ſeeing, I ſay, apparently ſuch 
1s the condition of things here, 


that we may ſoon need his pity 


and help, who now requeſteth 
ours, why ſhould we not be very 
ready to afford them to him 2 why 
ſhould we not gladly embrace our 
opportunity, and uſe our turn 
well ; becoming aforchand with 
others, and preventing their re- 
ciprocal contempt or neglect of us 


| hereafter * Caſt thy bread upon the Ecclef. 11. 1. 


waters, for thou ſhalt find it after 


| many days; pive a portion to ſeven, 
| and alſo unto eight, for thou know- 
| eſt not what evil ſhall be upoxs the 
{ earth: that is, conlidering the in- 
| conſtancy and uncertainty of 
affairs here, and what adverſity 


may betal thee, be liberal upon all 
occaſions, and thou ſhalt (even a 
good while after) find returns of 
thy liberality upon thee: ſo the 
Wiſe-man adviſes,and ſo Wiſdom 
certainly dictates that we ſhonld 


do; © 
ns 5, And 


Lo 
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Beneficium 
qui dare nef.- 
cir, injuſte pe- 
tit. 

Laber. Mim. 


Mat, A I2, 
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5, Andequity doth exa& ng 
leſs: for were any of us in the 
needy mans plight, (as eaſily we 
may be reduced thereto) we ſhould 
believe our caſe deſerved commi- 
ſeration ; we ſhould importunate- 
ly demand relief, we ſhould be 
grievoully diſpleaſed ata repulſe, 


we ſhould apprehend our ſelves | 
very hardly dealt with, and ſad- } 
ly we ſhould complain of inhu. | 
manity and cruelty, if ſuccour | 
were refuſed tous. In all equity | 
therefore we ſhould be apt tw} 


miniſter the ſame to others ; for 


nothing can be more unreaſonable | 
or unjuſt, than to require or ex- | 
pect that from another, which in | 


a like caſe we are unwilling to 
render unto him ; it is a plain de- 
viation from that Fundamental 
Rule, which is the Baſe of all 
Juſticez and virtually the ſum 
( as our Saviour telleth us) of 
whatever is preſcribed us: Al 
things whatſoever ye would that men 


ſhould 


of (harity. 


ſhould do to you, do ye oven ſo to 


them , for this is the Law and the 
Prophets. 1 add, that upon theſe 
Conſiderations, by unmercitul 
dealing, we put our ſelves into a 
very bad and tickliſh condition 
wholly depending vpon the con- 
ſtancy of that which is moſt in- 
conſtant ; ſo that it our fortune 
do fail, we can neither reaſona- 
bly hope for, nor juſtly pretend 
to any relief or comfort from 
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others. He that doth good turns xc. 3. xx 


is mindful of that which may come 
hereafter, and when he fall:th he 
ſhall find a flay, 

' 6. We ſhould alſo remember 
concerning our ſelves, that we are 
mortal and frail, Were we im- 
mortal, or could we probably re- 
tain our Poſicſhons for ever in our 
hands; yea, could we foreſee 
ſome definite ſpace of time, con- 
fiderably long, in which we might 
aſlyredly enjoy cur ſtores , it 
might ſeem ſomewhat excuſable 
oe | to 


> 
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to ſcrape hard, and to hold faſt; 
to do ſo might look like rational 
Providence : but fince Riches are 

' xot for ever, nor doth the Crown 
endure to all generations, (as the 
Wiſe-man ſpeaketh ) ſince they 
muſt infallibly be ſoon left, and 
there is no certainty of keeping 
them for any time ; *tig very un- 
accomptable why we ſhould fo 
greedily ſeek them, and hug them 

Jam. x. 10-11. ſo fondly, The rich man, ſaith 

| St. Fames,as the flower of the graſs, 
ſhall paſs away: it is his ſpecial 

doom to fade away ſuddenly ; it is 

obvious why in many reſpects he 

is ſomewhat more than others 
obnoxious to the fatal ſtroke, and 

upon ſpecial accompts of juſtice 

. he may be further more expoſed 

thereto ; confidering the caſe of 

Luk. 12-20. the rich fool in the Goſpel, we 

| may eaſily diſcern them ; we 
ſhould reckon, thatic may happen 
co us,as it did there to him, that 
after we have reared great Barns, 
| and 


| 


of ( harity: 
and flored up much goods for many 
years, our ſoul this very night may 
be required of us, however, if it 
be uncertain when, it is moſt cer- 
tain, that after a very ſhort time 
our thred will be ſpun out; then , Tm. s. »: 
ſhall we be rifled, and quite ſtript Eccleſ. 5. 15. 
of all; becoming ſtark naked, as **t 

when we came into the world : 
we ſhall not carry with us one 
grain of our gliſtering Metals, 
or one rag of our gaudy Stuff; 
our ſtately Houſes, our fineGar- 
dens, and our ſpacious Walks, 
muſt all be exchanged for a cloſe 
Hole under-ground ; we muſt for 
ever bid farewel to our Pomps 
and Magnificences, to our Feaſts 
and Jollities, te our Sports and 
Paſtimes; not one of all our nu- 
merous and ſplendid retinue; no 
Companion of our Pleaſure, no 
Admirer of our Fortune, no Flat- 
terer of our Vices can wait up- 
on us; deſolate and unattended 


Iſai. 14. 11, 


we muſt go down into the Cham- 


bers 
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bers of darkneſs; then ſhall we 
find, that to die rich (as men are 
wont improperly to ſpeak) is re- 
ally to die moſt poor; that to 
have carefully kept our Money, 
is to have loſt it utterly ; that by 
leaving much, we do indeed leave 
worſe than nothing: To have 
been wealthy, if we have been il- 
liberal and unmerciful, will be no 
advantage or ſatisfaction to us at- 
ter we are gone hence; yea, -it 


' will be the cauſe of huge damage, 


and bitter regret unto us: All 
our Treaſures will not procure us 
any favour, or purchaſe one Ad- 
vocate for us in that impartial 
World; yea,it ſhall be they which 
will chere proſecute us with cla- 


morous accuſations, will bear ſore 


teſtimony againſt us, ( The ruſt of 
them, ſaith St. James, ſhall be a 
witneſs againſt us, ſignifying our 
unjuſt or uncharitable detention 
of them ) will obtain a moſt hea- 
vy ſentence upon us ; they will 
rendet 


"of Charity, 
render our audit more difficult, 
and enflame our reckoning ; they 
will aggravate the guilt of our 
fins with imputations of unfaith- 
fulneſs and ingratitude ; ſo with 
their load they will preſs us deeper x. Tim. 6. g, 
into perdition : to omir, that ha- 
ving ſo ill managed them, we ſhall 
leave them behind us as marks of 
obloquy, and monuments of in- 
famy upon our memories; for 
ordinarily of ſuch a rich perſon 5... ., 
it is true, that Fob ſays of him, _.. 3 bo. 
M:# ſhall clap their hands at him, beef Pas, 
and ſhall hiſs him out of his place , 40civas m Toy 
like one, who departs from off L277 51. 
this ſtage, after having very ill mae, uy 
acted his part, Is it not there- {.5, oY 
fore infinitely better to prevent 75 wdy- 
this being neceſſarily and unpro- ou ch 
fitably deprived of our goods, by yz pes he q 
ſeaſonably diſpoſing them ſo, as 7417 Toi 
may conduce to our benefit, and 12,4: 
our comfort, and our honour ; 1eis Nargi- 
being very indifferent anduncon- —— 
cerned in our affetion toward Tom. r. Orar. 


them ; 54. 


23, 


Luk, 16, 9, 
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them ; modeſt and humble in out 
conceits about them ; moderate 
and ſober in our enjoyments of 
them ; contented upon any reaſo. 
nable  occaſiun to loſe or leave 
them ; and eſpecially moſt ready 
to diſpenſe thEm in that beſt way, 
which God hath preſcribed , ac- 
cording to the exigencies of Hu. 
manity and Charity By thus 
ordering our Riches, we ſhall ren- 
der them benefits and bleſſings 
to us ; we ſhall by. them procure 
ſure friendſhip and favour, great 
worlhip and reſpe& in the other 
World ; having ſo lived (in the 
excrciſe. of bounty and mercy ) 
we ſhall truly die rich, and in 
effe& carry all our goods along 
with us, or rather we have there- 
by ſent them before us; having; 
like wiſe Merchants, tranſmitted 
and drawn them by a moſt ſate 
conveyance into our Country 
and Home ; where infallibly we 
ſhali find them, and with ever: 
laſting 


Duty. and Reward TT 


0 
C 


WHY MS 


WM *þ & _ © 4<4.c 6 


"sf Chari 
laſting content enjoy them. So 
conſidering our ſelves. and our 
ſate;will diſpoſe us tothe practice 
of theſe duties. 


Furthermore,if we contemplate y, Head of 
our Wealth it ſelf, we may there- Diſcourſe. 


in diſcry great motives to bounty. 

I, Thus to employ our Riches, 
is really the beſt uſe they are ca- 
pable of ; not only the moſt inno- 
cent, moſt worthy,mſt plauſible ; 
but the moſt ſafe, moſt pleaſant, 
moſt advantagious, and conſe- 
quently in allreſpe&ts moſt pru- 
dent way of diſpoſing them. To 
keep them cloſe without uſing or 
enjoying them at all, is a moſt ſot- 
tiſh extravagance,or a ſtrange kind. 


of madneſs;a man thence affeing =x%=%*- 
to be rich, quite impoveriſheth ,6- iu 
himſelf, diſpoſſeſſeth himſelf of =22:4%%w, 


all, and alienateth from himſelf 272X*-2& | 


his Eſtate: his Gold is no more Baſil. M. Tam 
deeſt avaro 


his, than when it wasin the Indies, 101 haber, 


or lay hid in the Mines ; his Corn quam quod 
d non habet, 


is no more his, than if ic ſtoo 
I growing 
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growing in Arabiaor China, beis] 
no more owner of his Lands, than 


he is Maſter of Feruſalem, or 
Grand-Cairo : for what difference 

is there, whether diſtance of place 

or baſeneſs of mind ſever thingy 

from him ? whether his own heart, 

or another mans hand detain them 

from his uſe ? whether he hath 

them not at all, or hath them to 

nod purpoſe « whether one is a 

beggar out of neceſſity, or by 

choice ? 1s preſſed to want, or a 
Volunteer thereto 2 Such an one 

may fancy himſelf rich,and others, 

wiſe as himſelf, may repute hin 

ſo ; but ſo diſtracted perſons to 
themſelves and to one another do 

ſeem great Princes,and ſtile them 

| ſelves ſuch ; with as much reaſon 

% 99 Xp almoſt he might pretend to be 

Z T870 AS . R 

T2 2 ivazy- Wile, or to be good. Riches are 
Tug/Zoper, Nphjuax, things whoſe nature 
CE conliſts in uſefulneſs; abſtrat 
oope%s. ** that, they become nothing, things 


.bry 1. 1n- Mat, . 
Ora 19 MaE of no conſideration or value ; he 


that]. 


that hath them, is no more con- 


| cerned in them than he that hath 


them not: ir is the heart and skill 
to uſe affluence of things wiſely 


and nobly, which makes it wealth, 1.q,c inopi 
and conſtitutes him rich that hath multa, avaro 


it; otherwiſe the Cheſts may be 
cramm'd , and the Barns ſtuffed 
full, while the man is miſerably 
poor and beggarly ; 'tis in this 
ſenſe true , which the Wiſe-man 


ſays, There is that maketh him- Prov. 13.7. 


ſelf rich, = hath mthing. Bat 
the very having Riches (will ſuch 
a man ſay) is matter of Reputarti- 
on; men do eſteem arid honour 
him that hath them : true, if he 
knows how. and hath the mind to 
uſe them well, otherwiſe all the 
credit they yield confifts in ma- 
king their Maſter ridiculous to 
wiſe men, and infamous among 
all men : but, putting caſe that 
any ſhould be ſo fooliſh as to 
reſpe& vs meerly for ſeeming 
rich, why. ſhould we accommodate 
I' 2 our 
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our practice to their vain opinion, 
or be baſe our ſelyes becauſe 
thers are not wiſe * But however, 
(may he ſay again) it is a plex 
ſant thing to ſee them ; a hea 
of Gold is the moſt lovely ſpe 
cle that one can behold ; it dog 
a mans heart good to view anz 
bundance of good things about 
him, For this plea indeed he hat 


a good Author; this it ſhoullſ ; 


ſeem was all the benefit the Wil: 
man obſerved in them, accruin 
to ſuch perſons : What good, fait 
he, # there to the owners there 
ſaving the beholding of them witi 
their eyes ? But if this be all thy 
are good for,it is,one would think, 
a very ſlim benefit they afford, lit 
tle ablero ballance the pain and 
care requiſite to the acquiſt and 
cuſtody of them; a benefit indeel 
not proper to the Poſſeſſour, fat 
any one may look on them as wel 
as he, or on the like ; any one at 
pleaſure may enjoy better bghes; 
a 
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100 all the Riches and Ornaments of 
©0 Nature, the glorious ſplendours 
Very of Heaven, and the ſweet beauties 
'F of the Field, are expoſed to com- 
mon view; the choiceſt Magnifi- 
| cencies and Gallantries of the 
World, do ſtudiouſly preſent 
themſelves to every mans eye; 
theſe in part every man truly may 
appropriate to himſelf ; and by 
uy imagination any man can as well 
I take all that he ſees for his own, 
%$ as the tenacious Miſer doth fancy 
uf his dear pelf to be his. 

fl} But mine Heir (perhaps he will 
of farther ſay ) will thank me, will 
7] praiſe me, will bleſs me for my 
of great care and providence : Ifhe 
| doth, what is that to thee £ No- 
| thing of that will concern thee, or 
| 


can reach thee, thou thalt not 
hear what he ſays, or feel any 
good from what he does: And 
.moſt probably thou art miſtaken 
in thy opinion concerning him ; 


L 3 that 


asthou knoweſt not who he ſhall be, pal. 3g. 6. 
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_. asthou did get or keep it. But 


Prov. 10. 15, 


_ ens, or bad times that may come; 


or ſball rule over all thy labour, 
(whether he ſhall be a wiſe man 
or 4 fool, a kinſman or a ſtranger, 
a friend or a foe) ſo thou canſt 
as little gueſs what he will think 
or ſay: It he hath wit, he may 
{weetly laugh at thee for thy fond 
wiſdom ; if he hath none, his com- 

mendations will little adorn thy 

memory ; he will to thy diſgrace 

ſpend what thou leaveſt, as vainly 
(this co be ſure he will in the end 
ſay for himſelf) Money is a good 
reſerve againſt neceſſary occafi. 


againſt the time of old -age , of 
ſickneſs, of adyerlity ; *tis the 
ſurelt friend a man can have in 
ſuch caſes, which, when all fails, 
will be ready to help him : The 
rich mans Wealth is his frong City ; 
the Wiſe-man he thinks never 
ſpake more wiſely ; he therefore 
will not diſmantle this fortreſs, 
but 
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that ſball gather all thou heapeſt up, | 
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| but will keep it well ſtored, let- 


ting therefore his wealth lie dead 
and uſeleſs by him: but (tolet 
paſs now the prophane infidelity 
of this plea, excluding all hope in 
God, and ſubſtituting our provi-. 
dence in the room of his) what a 
folly is it, thus to anticipate evil, 
and to create to our ſelves a pre- 
ſent adverſity from a ſuſpition of 
one future; to pinch our ſelves 
now, leſt we ſhould ſuffer hereat- 
ters to pine to day , becauſe we 
can imagine it poſhble that we 
may ſtarve to morrowz to forgo 
certain occaſions of enjoying our 
goods, for that perchance the like 
occaſions may happen one day,we 
know not when ; not to uſe things 
now, when reaſon bids us, becauſe 
they may be ufeful at another 
time.? Not conſidering alſo, that 
many intervenient accidents , 
more probably than a moderate 
and handſom uſe of our Wealth, 
may crop the excreſcencies there- 
of, - 2. But 
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2. But ſetting aſide theſe ab- 

ſurd excuſes of penurioufneſs, we 

may conſider, that ſecluding the 

good uſe of them in bencficence, 

Riches are very impertinent, very 
cumberſom, very dangerous, very 
miſchievous things, either ſuper. 

fluous toys, or troubleſome clogs, 

or treacherous ſnares, or rather 

all theſe in combination, produ- 

ctive of trouble, ſorrow, and lin, 

A ſmall pittance will, and mult 

ſaffice to all reaſonable purpoſes, 

to ſatisfie our neceſlities, to pro- 

cure conveniencies, to yield inno- 

Luk 12.15. Centdelight and eaſe : our nature 
.2 von doth nor require, nor cannot bear 
2u4 deſideria much : ( Take heed and beware of 
sf vale Covetouſneſs, ſaith our Lord, for « 
ultmentts f.i- mans life confiſteth not in the abun: 
mem 4c [17% dance of the things which he poſſeſſ- 


EXFHREgHEre , 


quicguid ex- eth'; thatis, a man may live well 
Tr 4 CH 


7/- without it : ) all the reſt, ſetting 


Fiery vetiis, 0 
»/ib labora- beneficence apart, can only ſerve 
74r.5en, Con: yanity or vice, will-make us re-. 
ad Hcly. 9, 

ally tools or ſlaves. - ( They that 


will 


Ls of Charity. 7 133 


will. be rich, (ſaith the Apoſtle) , ria. 6. 9. 


fall into temptations and a ſpare, 


and into many fooliſh and hurtful 
luſts, which drown men into deſtru- 
tion and perdition,) They puff up 
our minds with vain and falſe 
conceits ; making us, as if we 
were in a dream or frenzy, to take 
our ſelves for other perſons, more 
reat, more wiſe,more good, more 
appy than we are : for conſtant- 
ly,as the wiſe man obſerved, The Proy. 28. 11. 
rich man is wiſe in his own concett ; 
Great men are not always wiſe, 19>. 3% 9. 
And JAgur thus intimates in his 
prayer, Remove far from me vani- Prov. zo. 8: 
ty and lies, give me neither poverty 
nor riches, ' They render us inſen- 
ſible- and forgetful of God, of our 
ſelves, of piety and virtue, of all 
that is good -and worthy of us: 
(Left I be full, ſaid that good man p;,.,, , 
again, aſſhigning a reaſon why he 
deprecated being rich , aud deny 


. thee, and ſay, Who t the Lord? ) 


they ſwallow up- our thoughts, 
2 | our 
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Mat, 6. 24. 
Ecclef, 31. I. 


Mat, I 3. 22+ 


Luk. I'Os 4l. 
2 Tim, 2. 4. 


— 


x Tim. 6. 10. 


Am. 5. 5. 
Luk. 16. 19, 


x Tim. 6, 10. 
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our affections, our endeavours,our 
time and leiſure, poſſeſſing our 
hearts with a doting love unto 
them, ( excluding other good 
affeRtions ) diſtratting our minds 
with anxious cares about them, 
(choaking other good thoughts ) 
encumbring all our lite with bu- 
{ineſs about them, ( inconſiſtent 
with due attention to our other 
more weighty and neceſſary con- 
cernments) filling our heads with 
ſuſpicions, and tears, piercing our 
hearts with troubles and ſorrows ; 
they immerſe our ſouls in all the 
follies of pride, inall the filths 
of luxury, in all the miſchiets 
emergent from ſloth and ſtupidi- 
ty ; they are the root of all evils 
unto us, and the greateſt obſtruci- 
ons of our true happineſs, ren- 


Mat. 19.2324. dring Salvation almoſt impoſſible, 


and Heaven in a manner inacceſſi- 
ble to us : ſo that to be rich, (if 
ſevered from a ſober mind, and a 
free heart) is a great diſeaſe, and 
the 


of Charity. 
the ſource of many prievous di- 
ſtempers both of body and mind 
from which we cannot otherwiſe, 
well otherwiſe ſecure or reſcue 
our ſelves, than by liberally. ſpen- 


ding them in works of bounty and 2natenode mn 
mercy : ſo ſhall we eaſe our ſelves 7iu45 a 
of the burthens, ſo ſhall we elude je; hg ts 


che temptations, fo ſhall we aban- 27. 
don the vices, and ſo ſhall we eſ- . 
cape all the ſad miſchiefs incident 
to them : Thus touſe wealth, ſhall 
turn it into a convenience. and an 
ornament of our lives, into a con- 
ſiderable bleſſing, and a ground 
of much comfort to us. Exclu- 
ding this uſe of wealth,or abftract- 
ing a capacity of doing good ' 
therewith, nothing-is more pitiful 
and deſpicable than it, it is but 
like rhe load, or the trappings of 
an Aſs; a wiſe man on that con- 
dition would not chuſe it, or en- 
dure to be peſtered with it ; but 
would ſerve it, as thoſe Philoſo- 
phers did, who flung it away, that 
| Ei bs 
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it might not diſturb their contem- 
plations : *tis the power it affords 
of benefiting men, which only can 
+ 9 vets ſeaſon, and ingratiate it to the re- 
RO liſh of ſuch a perſon ; otherwiſe 
we.grwu, rd it is evidently true, which the 
nt chu he Wiſe-man afhrms, ” Prov, 15. 16. 
ad agaryua- Better is a little with the fear of 
Trav, wit the Lord, than great treaſure, and 
5 Milo. oe, Frouble there-with. 
Chryſ. T.5- 3, Again, we may conſider , 
POO that to diſpenſe our Wealth libe- 
”= _ nk rally, is the beſt way to preſerve it, 
i tf and to continue Maſters thereof ; 
av 8 g196-what we give, is not thrown away, 
es 9%" bur ſaved from danger; f while we 
Sper Tor detain it at home, (as it ſeems co 
—_— us) it really is abroad, and at ad- 
e225 evrs Ventures ; it is out at Sea, ſailing 
————— ,perilouſly in ftorms, near rocks 
mechan gr yon and ſhelves, amongſt Pirates ; nor 
ci % 3n- Can itever be ſafe, till itis brought 
hire Wh: 12x;e. 1nto this port,or enſured this way ; 
26x 7202; * when we have beſtowed it on 
opener £75 the poor, then we have lodged it in 
Tom.5.Or.55, Unqueſtionable ſafety ; in a place 
where 


0 4 ty. 
where no rapine, no deceipt, no,, .. _. 
miſhap, no corruption can ever by & $an&z or 
any means come at it. All our 2imodo ca- 
Doors and Bars, all our Forces yur; : 
and Guards, all the circumſpecti- 4liciarum di. 
on and vigilancy we can uſe, are ——_ _— 
no defence or ſecurity at all in ribus abjece. 
compariſon to this diſpoſal there- oa; . boon 
of : The poor man's ſtomack is !«ſtibus theſau.. 
a Granary for our Corn, which A —_ 
never can be exhauſted z the poor ##- 121, 
man's back is a Wardrope for our 
Cloathes, which never can be 
pillaged z the poor man's Pocket 
is a Bank for our Money, which 
never can diſappoint or deceive 
us; all the rich Traders in the 
World may decay and break , 
but the poor can never fail, ex- 
cept God himſelf turn Bankrupt g 
for what we give to the poor, we 
deliver and entruſt in his hands, 
out of which no force can wring 
it, no craft can filch it ; it is laid 
up in Heaven, whither no thief can 
climb, where no moth or ruſt do 
abide, 
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Prov. 28 . 27. 


E WH” 
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abide, In deſpite of all the for- 
tune, of all the might, of all the 
malice in the world, the liberal 
man will ever be rich ; for God's 
Providence is his Eſtate 5 God's 
Wiſdom and Power are his De- 
fence, God's Love and Favyour are 
his Reward ; God's Word is his 
Aſſurance ; who hath ſaid it, that 
He which giveth to the poor, ſhall 
not lack : no viciſſitude therefore 
of things can ſurprize him, or find 
him unfurniſhed ; no diſaſter can 
impoveriſh him, no adverſity can 
overwhelm him ; he hatha certain 
reſerve againſtall times and occa- 
fions: He that deviſeth liberal 
things, by liberal things ſhall he 
ſtand, (faith the Prophet.) But on 
the other hand, being niggardly is 
the likelieſt courſe we can take to 
loſe our Wealth and Eſtate ; we 
thereby expoſe them to. danger, 
and leave them deftenceleſs ; we 
ſubjet them to the envious eye, 
to the {landerous rongue, to the 
rayenous 


—_—— 


ravenous and inſidious hand ; we 
deprive them of Divine ProteQi- 


”_ = Bs TR 


on,which it it be away, The watch- pa, 127. 1, 


man waketh but in vain: We pro- 
voke God irrecoverably to take it 
from us, as he did the Talent 
from that unprofitable ſervant , 
whodid not uſe it well. We doin- 
deed thereby yield God juſt cauſe 
of War, and enmity againſt us ; 
which being, Omnia dat qui juſts 
negat ; we Fo forfeit all to Divine 
Juſtice, by denying that portion 
which belongs to him, and which 
he claims, Can we hope to live 
in quiet poſſeſſion of any thing, 
if we refuſe to pay our due Tri- 
butes and Taxes impoſed upon 
us by our Almighty Soveraign ; 
if welive in ſuch rebellion againſt 
his Authority, ſuch violation of 
his right , ſuch difidence to his 


Word ? No: He that truſteth 12 Proy. 11. 28, 


his riches, ſhall fall, but the righte- 
ous ſball flouriſh as a branch : ſuch 
is the difference between the co- 
vetous 
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covetous and the liberal in point 


of ſecurity and ſucceſs concerning 
their Eſtate. | | 
Even according to the humane 
and ordinary way of eſteeming 
things, (abſtraQting from the ſpeci- 
al Providence of God) the liberal 
perſon hath in conſequence of his 
bounty, more real ſecurity for his 
Wealth;than this World hath any 


other: He thereby gets an inter-_ 


eſt in the gratitude and affection 


of thoſe, whom he obligerh, toge- | 


ther with the good will and reſpe@ 
of all men, who are ſpeators of 
his vertuous and generous deal- 
ing: the hearts and memories of 
men are repoſitories to him of. a 
treaſure, which nothing can ex- 
tort from him, or defraud him of. 
If any miſchance ſhould arrive, 
or any want come near him, all 
men would be ready to commiſe- 
rate him, every man would haſten 
to his ſuccour, As whena haugh- 
ty, a greedy, or a gripple _ 
a 
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fall .into calamity or diſgrace , 
ſcarce any one regardeth or piti- 
eh him ; Fortune deſerting ſuch RE: 

. l . GY Ar 85 C4772 
a perſon, carries all with it, few ;, ,,,-.. 
or none ſtick to him, his moſt zea- 9»: p0nas, 
lous flatterers are commonly the jp; ,,.. 5.» 
firſt that forſake him; contempt 711414 ame- 
and negled are the only adherents $17 70h 
to his condition; that of the Wiſe- 
man appears verified, He that hid- Prov. 28. 25; 
eth his eyes from the poor, ſhall have 
many 4 curſe: ſo the courteous 
and bountiful perſon, when For- 
tune ſeems to frown on him, hath 
a ſure refuge in the good will and 


| eſteemof men; all men,upon the 
 accompts of honour and honeſty, 


take themſelves to be concerned 
in his caſe, and engaged to favour 
him; even thoſe, who before were 
ſtrangers,become then his friends, 
and in effe@ diſcover their aftecti- 
on to him; it, in the common judg- 
ment of people, appears an _— 
nity and a diſgrace to mankind, 
that ſuch a man ſhould want or 
ſuffer. K 4. Nay 


- —_ — — — ——— — — —  — — — — — — — — —— — 


Gal. 6. 5,8. 


2 Cory. 6,10. St, Paul aſſureth us,He that ſoweth 


Prov, 11.18, 
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4. Nay farther we may confi | x 
der, that exerciſing bounty is thef| {; 
moſt advantagious method of im.f} /: 
proving and increaſing an Eſtate, f }, 
but that being tenacious and illi-Þ g. 
beral, doth tend to the diminution | E 
and decay thereof, The way tf p 
obtain a great encreaſe, is to ſoy || 
much : he that ſows little, how | tc 
can heexpect a good Crop * Itisf n 
as true in ſpiritual Husbandry, | b 
as in the other ; that what a ruſt t 
ſoweth that be ſhall reap, both in 
kind, and according to proportr 
on : So that great Husband-man 


ſparingly, ſhall reap ſparingly s but | 
he that ſoweth bountifully, ſhall al 
reap bountifully: and Solow 
means the ſame, when he Caith, 
To him that ſoweth righteouſneſs, | 
ſhall be a ſure reward. The way 
to gain abundantly 1s, you know 
well,totrade boldly ; he that will | 
not adventure any thing conſide- | 
rable, how can he think of a large | 
return ? 
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return ? Fonour the Lord with thy 
ſubſtance, ſo ſhall thy Barns be fil- 
led with plenty, and thy Preſſes ſhall 
burſt out with new wine, Prov. 3, 
9,10, *'Tis ſo likewiſe in the 
Evangelical Negotiations 3 if we 
put out much upon ſcore of Con- 
ſcience or Charity,we ſhall be ſure 
to profit much, Liberality is the 
moſt beneficial Tratick that can 
be ; it 1s bringing our Wares to 


the beſt Marker, ir is letting out 


our Money into the beſt hands ; 
we thereby lend our Money to 
God, who repays with vaſt Uſury 3 
an hundred to one is the rate he 
allows at preſent,and above a hun- 
dred millions to one he will ren- 
der hereafter ; ſo that it you will 
be Merchants this way, you ſhall 


| beſure to thrive, you cannot fail 


to grow rich moſt eaſily and ſpee- 
dily : The liberal ſoul ſhall be made », 


| fat, and he that watereth ſhall be 


-| watered himſelf: This is that 


| wWhichSt, Paul again argues upon, 


K 2 when 
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II. 25, 
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Phil. 4. 17. 


Prove 10. 22. 
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when commending the Philippians 
free kindneſs toward him, he ſays, 
Wot becauſe I defire a gift, but I de 
fire fruit that may abound to your ac- 
compt. Bounty yields #«pTWw Thu. 
voicorre, a fruit that multiplies 
and abundantly turps to good ac- 
compr it indeed procuring God's 
benediction, the fountain of all 
deſirable plenty and proſperity: 
for, The bleſſing of the Lord it ms 
keth rich, and he adaeth 20 ſorroy 
with it, It is theretore the great. 
eſt want of policy, the werlſt ill- 
husbandry and unthriftineſs that 
can be, to be ſparing this way; 
he that uſeth it, cannot be thriy. 


ing ; he muſt ſpend upon the main | 


ſtock, and may be ſure to get no- 
thing conliderable, God ordinari- 
ly ſo progceds, as to recompence 
and retaliate men in the ſame ; 
kind, wherein they endeavour to 
pleaſe him, or preſume co offend 
him , ſo that for them who freely 


offer him cheir goods, he in regard | 


thereto 
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thereto will proſper their dealings, 
and bleſs their eſtates : ( For this Deut. r5. 10. 


« | very thing the Lord thy God ſhall 


bleſs thee in all thy works, and in 
all that thou putteſt thine hand unto, 
fays Moſes) bur they who will not 
lay outany thing for him, he will 
not concern himſelf in their ſuc- 
ceſs otherwiſe than to croſs it, or 
(whichis worſe ) to curſe it: for 
if he ſeem to favour them for a P!al. 73: 17. 
time with ſome proſperity jn their 
affairs, their condition is much 
worſe thereby, their accompt will 
be more grievous, and their fate 
more diſaſtrous in the end, 

5. Further , the contributing 
part of our goods to the poor, will 


I! qualifie us to enjoy the reſt with 


ſatisfaction and comfort: The 
Oblation of theſe Firſt-fruits, as 
it will ſanifie the whole lump of 
our Eſtate, ſo it will ſweeten it ; 
having offered this well- pleaſing 
ſacrifice of piety, having diſchar- 
ged this debt of juſtice, having 
K 3 paid 
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| paid this tribute of gratitude, our 
hearts being at reſt, and our con: 
ſcience well ſatisfied , we ſhall, 
like thoſe good people in the Ads, 
eat our meat with glaaneſs , and 
ſingleneſs of heart ,, to ſee the poor 
man by our means accommodated, 
eaſed, and refreſhed, will give a 
delicious reliſh to all our enjoy- 
ments. But withholding his por- 
tion from the poor, as it will pol- 
lute and profane all our Eſtate, 
ſo it will render the fruition there- 
of ſowre or unſavoury to us: 
for can we with any content taſte 
1 our dainties, or view our plenties, 
*yſvs © 79 while the poor man ſands in fight 
fis TETY 47% , ' 
evSat m Toy PININY with hunger ? Can we 
mee7]®!, TY without regret ſee our Walls 


Ads Ze 46» 


bl 
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mln 6Eroc cloathed wich Tapeſtry, our Hor- | 


Tor, % oy les deckt with Golden Trappings, 
5 5.59 our Attendants ſtrutting in wan- 
g 09 x2-Ca- ton Gaiety, while our honeſt poor 
COS Brother appears half naked, and 
zo; Ni, trembling with cold 2 Can we car- 
Orat. 27 Ty on one finger enough to fur- 


nith 


( 
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niſh ten poor people with neceſſa- 
ries; and have the heart within 
us, without ſhame and diſpleaſure, 
to ſee them want ? No; the ſenſe 
of our impiety and ingratitude 
toward God, of our inhumanity 
and unworthineſs toward our 
Neighbour, will nor fail (if ever 
we conliderately reflect on our be- 
haviour) to ſting us with cruel re- 
morſe and ſelf-condemnation ; 
the clamours of want and miſery 
ſurrounding us, will pierce our 
ears, and wound our hearts ; the 
frequent objects of pity and mer- 
cy, do what we can to banith them 
from our proſpect or regard, will 
ſo aſſail, and ſo purſue us, as to 
diſturb the freedom of our enjoy- 
ments, to quaſh the briskneſs of 
our mirth, to allay the ſweetneſs 
of our pleaſure ; yea rather , if 
ſtupidity and obduration have nor 


ſeized on us, to imbitter all unto 
us ; we ſhall feel that true, which 


Zophar ſpeaks of the cruel and co- 
K 4 vetous 
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vetous Oppreſſour, Surely he (bal 
Jo\ ND feet quietneſs in his belly, —he | 1 
| ſhall not rejoyce in his ſubſtauce,--is | ob! 
the fullneſs of his ſufficiency he ſhall | Cl 

be in ſtraits, EE: 43 

6. I ſhall touch but one conſi- | lig 

deration more, perſwaſive of this | N 

practice j it isthis : The peculiar | he 

- nature of our Religion ſpecially | nc 
requires it, and the honour there- | v3 

of exacts it from us; nothing | w 

better ſuirs Chriſtianity, nothing | of 
more'graces it, than Liberality; | 
nothing is more inconſiſtent there- | » 

with, or more diſparageth it, than | a 

being miſerable and ſordid. A} | 

c 

| 
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ChriGian Niggard is the: verieſt 
nonſenſe that can be ; for, What 
is a Chriſtian 2 What but a man, 
who adores God alone, who loves 
God above all things, who repo- 
ſes all his truſt and confidence in 
God 2? What is he, but one who 
undertaketh to imitate the moſt 
g0o0d and-bountiful God, to follow, 
as the beſt pattern of his _— 
| ene 
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the moſt benign and charitable 
FESUS, the Sonof God, ta 
obey the 'Laws of God, and his 
Chriſt, the ſum and ſubſtance of 
which is Charity ; half whoſe Re- 
ligion doth conſiſt in loving his 
Neighbour as himſelf « What is 
he further, but one who hath re- 
nounced this world, with all the 
vain pomps and pleaſures of it; 
who profeſles himſelf in diſpoſiti- 
on and affe&tion of mind to for- 
ſake all things for Chriſt's ſake ; 
who ——_ little to value, 
affect, or care for any thing under 
Heaven, having all his main con- 
cernments and treaſures,his heart, 
his hopes, and his happineſs in 
another world ? ſuch is a Chriſti- 
an ; and what is a Niggard 2 All 
things quite contrary : One whoſe 
practice manifeſtly ſhews him to 
worſhip another thing beſide, and 
before God ; *to' love Mammon 
above God, and more to confide 
init, than in him; One who bears 
| ſmall 


x50 


The Duty and Reward 
ſmall good will, kindneſs or pity 
toward his Brother ; who is little 
affected or concerned with things 
future or celeſtial ; whoſe mind 
and heart are rivited to this world, 
whoſe hopes and happineſles are 
ſetled here below ; whoſe ſoul is 
deeply immerſed and buried in 
earth : One who,according to con- 
ſtant habit, notoriouſly breaketh 
the two great heads of Chriſtian 
duty,Loving God with all his heart, 
and his Netghbour as himſelf : It 
is therefore, by comparing thoſe 
things,very plain, that we pretend 
co reconcile groſs contradiftions 
and inconſiſtencies, if we profeſs 
our ſelves to be Chriſtians, and are 
illiberal, It is indeed the ſpecial 
grace and glory of our Religion, 
that it conſiſteth not in barren 
ſpeculations,or empty formalities, 
or forward profeflions; not in 
fancying curiouſly , or ſpeaking 
zealouſly, or looking demurely ; 
but in really producing ſenſible 
| {ruits 
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of Charity, 


fruits of goodneſs ; in doing ( as 


5X 


St. Paul lignifies) things good and Tit. 3.8: 


profitable unto men, ſuch as thoſe. 
chiefly are of which we ſpeak. The 
moſt gracious wiſdom of God hath 
ſo modelled our Religion, that ac- 
cording to it Piety and Charity 
are the ſame thing ; that we can 
never expreſs our {clves more du- 
tiful toward him, or better pleaſe 
him, or more truly glorifie him, 
than when weare kind and good 
to our poor Brother, We groſly 
miſtake, if we take giving of Alms 
to be a Jewiſh or Popiſh practice, 
ſuitable ro Children and Dullards 
in Religion, beneath ſo refined, ſo 
improved, ſo loftily ſpiritual Gal- 
lants as we : No, 'tis a duty moſt 
properly, and moſt highly Chri- 
ſtian, as none more, a moſt good- 
ly fruit of Grace, and a moſt taith- 
ful mark thereof: By the experi- 
ment of this miniſtration , we (as 
St. Paul ſaith) glorifie God for our 
profeſſed ſubjeition unto the Goſpel 
f 


2 Cor. g, 13: 
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Jam. 1.5, 1 
AQ, 15, 25. 
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of Chriſt, and for our liberal diftri- 


bution unto our brethren and unto all 
22: Without it our faith is dead 
and ſenſeleſs; our high attain- 
ments are found preſumptions; 
our fine notions and delicate ſpiri- 
tualities are in truth but filly 
dreams, the ifſaes of a proud and 
ignorant fancy : he that appears 
hard-hearted and cloſe-fiſted to- 
wards his needy Brother, let him 
think or call himſelf what he pleaſ- 
eth, he plainly is no Chriſtian, 
but a blemiſh, a reproach , and 
a ſcandal to that honourable 
Name. 

7, Toall theſe Conſiderations 
and Reaſons inducing to the pra- 
Rice of this kind of Charity, 1 
_ ſubjoyn examples, and ſet 
before you the faireſt Copies that 
can be imagined thereof, We have 
for it the pattern of God himſelf, 
who is infinitely munificent and 
merciful ; from whons every good 


” and perfect gift deſcendeth ; who 


giveth 


gi 
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of Charity. 
giveth life,and breath,and all things 
anto all ; who giveth liberally and 
wupbraideth not, We have the ex- 
ample of the Son of God, who 
out of pure charity did freely part 
with the riches and glories of Erer- 
nity, voluntarily embracing ex- 
tream poverty and want for our 
ſake, that we who were poor, 
might be enriched ;- we that were 
miſerable, might become happy 
who wezr about doing good ; ſpent AR, 0. 38; 
all his life in painful diſpenſation 
of beneficence, and relieving the 
needs of men in every kind. We 
have the bleſſed Patriarchs to fol- 
low, who at God's pleaſure and 
call did readily leave their Coun- 
try, their Friends, their Goods, 


153 


2 Cor, 8... 


. and all they had. Wehave the 


practice of the holy Apoſtles, 
who freely let go all to follow their Ma 19. 27: 
Lord ; who chearfully ſuſtained all 
ſorts of loſles,diſgraces and pains, 
for promoting the honour of God, 
and procuring good unto men ; 
we 


I52 


Jam. 1.5, 1 
AR, 19, 25. 
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of Chriſt, and for our liberal diftri> 


bution unto our brethren and unto all 
2s: Without it our faith is dead 
and ſenſeleſs; our high attain- 
ments are found preſumptions; 
our fine notions and delicate ſpiri- 
tualities are in truth but filly 
dreams, the iflaes of a proud and 
ignorant fancy : he that appears 
hard-hearted and cloſe-fiſted to- 
wards his needy Brother, let him 
think or call himſelf what he pleaſ- 
eth, he plainly is no Chriſtian, 
but a blemiſh, a reproach , and 
a ſcandal to that honourable 
Name. 

7, Toall theſe Conſiderations 
and Reaſons inducing to the pra- 
Rice of this kind of Charity, I 
_ ſubjoyn examples, and ſet 
before you the faireſt Copies that 
can be imagined thereof, We have 
for it the pattern of God himſelf, 
who is infinitely munificent and 
merciful ; fro” whom every good 


” and perfeit gift deſcendeth ; who 


giveth 
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of Charity. 
giveth life,and breath,and all things 
anto all; who giveth liberally and 
upbraideth not. We have the ex- 
ample of the Son of God , who 
out of pure charity did freely part 
with the riches and glories of Eter- 
nity, voluntarily embracing ex- 
tream poverty and want for our 
ſake, that we who were poor, 
might be enriched ; we that were 
miſerable, might become happy 
who went about aving good ; ſpent AR, 10. 384 
all his life in painful diſpenſation 

of beneficence, and relieving the 

needs of men in every kind. We 

have the bleſſed Patriarchs to fol- 

low, who at God's pleaſure and 

call did readily leave their Coun- 

try, their Friends, their Goods, 
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2 Cor, 8, %-- 


. and all they had. Wehave the 


practice of the holy Apoſtles, 
who freely let go all to follow their N#: 1g. 27: 
Lord ; who chearfully ſuſtained all 

ſorts of loſſes,diſgraces and pains, 
for promoting the honour of God, 
and procuring good unto men ; 
we 


e Duty and Reward 
we have to move and encourage us 
hereto the firſt and beſt Chriſtians, 

os moſt full of grace and holy zeal, 
A434 35 who ſo many as were poſſeſſours of 
lands and houſes, aid ſell them, and 

did impart the price of them to 

the community, ſo thar there was 

aone poor among them, and that ds- 

tribution was made to every one as 

he had need, Wehave all the ſaints 

and eminent ſervants of God in 

all times, who have been high and 

wonderful in the performance of 

theſe duties, (I could tell you of 

Pontius in vit. the bleſſed Martyr St. CG yprian,who 
Cypre was liberal by whole-ſale, beſtow- 
ing all at once, a fair Eſtate, on 

God and the poor ; of the renown- 

Greg. Naz. O- ed Biſhop St. Baſi/, who conſtant- 
FO ly waited on the ſick, and kiſſed 
their ſores; of the moſt pious Con- 

Sulp, Severus, feſſour St. Martin, who having 
but one Coat lefr, and ſeeing a 

poor man that wanted cloaths, 

tore it in two pieces, and gave one 

to that poor max; and many like 

inſtances 


inf 
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Eadie, oa i, 


0 * arity. 
inſtances out of authentick Hiſto- 
ry might be produced, apt to pro- 
voke our imitation :, I might alſo, 
to beget emulation and ſhame in 
us, repreſent exemplary practices 
of Humanity and Charity even in 
Jews, Mabbmetans and Pagans, 
(ſuch as in theſe cold days might 
paſs for more than ordinary 4- 
mong us) but I ſhall only pro- 
pound one preſent and ſenſible 
example, that of this Noble City, 
whoſe publick bounty and charity 
in all kinds, (in education of Or- 
phans,in curing the Diſeaſed both 
in body and mind, in proviſion 
for the poor, in relieving all ſorts 
of neceſſities and miſeries) let me 
earneſtly intreat and exhort us all 
for God's ſake, as we are able, by 
our private charity to imitate, to 
encourage, and to aſliſt; let us 
do this ſo much the more willing- 
ly and freely, as the ſad circum- 
ſtances of things, by God's judg- 
ments brought upon us, do plain, 


The Duty and Reward 
ly require, that the Publick Ch: 
rity it ſelf{lying under ſo great im. 
pediments, diſcouragements and 
diſtreſſes ) ſhould be ſupported, 
ſupplied, and relieved by particy- 
lar liberality. No words that[ 
can deviſe will be ſo apt to affet 
and move you, as the caſe it ſelf, 
if you pleaſe to conſider it : hear 
it therefore ſpeaking, and,I pray, 
with a pious and charitable difpo- 
ſition of mind attend thereto : 


A true Report , &c. 


For this excellent Pattern of pi- 
ous bounty and mercy , let us 
heartily thank Almighty God; 
let us humbly implore God's 
bleſſing on the future management 
of it ; let us pay due reſpecs to 
che worthy Promoters thereof, and 
pray for rewards upon them an- 
ſwerable to their charitable care 
and induſtry employed therein ; 
let us alſo according to our ability 
nar? 
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of Charity. 
perform our duty in following and 
furthering it: for encouragement 
to which practice, give me leave 
briefly to refle&t upon the latter 
part of my Text ; which repre- 
ſents ſome jnſtances of the feli- 
city proper to a bountitul perſon, 
or ſome rewards peculiar to the 
exerciſing the duties of bounty 
and mercy. 

The firſt is, Hi righteouſneſs 
endureth for ever, Theſe words 
are capable of various ſenſes, or 
of divers reſpe&s ; they may im- 
port that the fame and remem- 
brance of his bounty is very du- 
rable, or that the effes thereof do 
laſtingly continue, or that eter- 
nal rewards are deſigned thereto ; 
they may reſpe& the bountiful 
man himſelf, or his poſterity here ; 
they may ſimply relate toan en- 
durance in God's regard and care ; 
or they may with that alſo eompre- 
hend a continuance in the good 
memory, and honourable _— 
0 


157 


Pro”, 10. 7. 
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of men. 
to all theſe interpretations, the 
bountiful man's righteouſneſs 
doth endure for ever, that is, very 
laſtingly (or ſo long as the ſpecial 
nature of the caſe oth bear) in 
any ſenſe; or for an abſolute per- 
petuity in ſome ſenſe : rhe words 
in their plenitude do naturally and 
without ſtraining involve ſo mz 
ny truths, none which therefor: 
we think fit to exclude, but ſhall 
briefly touch them all, 

1. As for future reputation and 
fame, (which that it in part is in 
tended here, that which precedes, 
The righteous ſhall be had iz ever. 
laſting remembrance, doth argue) 
it is evident, thar it peculiarly at- 
tends upon this practice: the 
bountiful perſon is eſpecially that 
juſt man, whoſe memory i bleſſed, 
(is par” thwploy, as the Greek ren- 
ders it ; that is, is proſecuted 
with commendations and praiſes.) 
No Spices can ſo embalm a man, 


Now intruth according 


n0 


ral 
th 
ed 


ngIno Monument can ſo preſerve his 
be[Name and Memory, as works of 
ls ]Beneficence ; no ' other fame is 
ry ſcomparably ſo precious, or truly 
alfplorious, as that which grows 
infirom thence » The Renown of 


[- 


Power and Proweſs, of Wit or 
Learning,of any Wiſdom or Skill, 
may dwe!l in the fancies of men 
with ſome admiration ; but the 
remembrance of Bounty reigns 
in their hearts with cordial eſteem 
and affetion; there erecting im- 
moveable Trophies over Death 
and Oblivion, and it thence ſprea- 
ding it ſelf through the tongues 
of men with ſincere and ſprightly 


| Commendations, The bounciful 


| 


man's very Duſt is fragrant, and 
his Grave venerable ; his Name 
Is never mentioned without re- 
ſpe&t; his Actions have always 
theſe beſt Ecchoes, with innume- 
rable iterations reſounding after 
them : His goods ſhall be eftabliſh- 
ed, and the Congregation ſhall 


2 declare 
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dclare his Almes. Ecclef, 32.11, pra 


This was a true Friend to Man- 
kind ; This was a real Benetacour 
ro the World ; This was a Man 
good in earneſt, and pious to good 
purpole. 2 

2. The effets of his righte- 
ouſneſs are likewiſe very durable: 
When he is departed hence, an 


in perſon is no more ſeen, here-|4 


mains viſible and ſenſible in the 
footſteps and fruits of his goud- 
neſs; the Poor ſtill beholds hin 
preſent in the ſubſiſtence of hin- 
ſelf, and his Family ; the Sick 
man fcels him in the refreſhmen; 
which he yet enjoys by his provi 
fion ; he ſupervives in the heat 
of the Aficted, which ill reſents 
the comfort, and rejoyces in the 
eaſe which he procured him , al 
the World perceives benefit from 
him by the edification it receiv. 
eth from his example ; Religion 
odtaineth profit and ornament, 
God himſelf enjoyeth glory and 

praiſe 


rect 


is 
par 
of 

pro 
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of Charity. © 


11,|praiſe 'from his righteouſnes. 


Aan-} 3+ His righteouſneſs alſo endu- 
tourfreth in reſpec to his poſterity. Ic 
Man fis an uſual plea for tenacity and 
ood [parſimony, that care muit be had 


of poſterity, that enough muſt be 


te- [provided and Jaid up for the Fa- 


le:;Jmily : But in truth this is a very 
in} abſurd excuſe, and doing accor- 
re-Jding thereto, is a very prepoſte- 
the frous method of proceeeding to- 
xd | ward that end ; it is really the 
in greateſt improvidence in that re- 
n-J ſpect, and the rrueſt neglect that 
{can be of our Children : for fo 
1, | doing, together with- a' ſeeming 


- | Eſtate, we entail a real Curſe upon 


tÞ them ; we deveſt them of God's 
$| protection and benediction, (the 
ef only ſure preſervatives of an 


j 


' 
| 
) 
| 


l 


Eſtate) we leave them Heirs of 
nothing ſo. much as of puniſh- 


.} ments due to our ingratitude, our 
infidelity, our impiety and inju- 
ſtice both toward God and man: 
whereas by liberally beſtowing on 
t 3 the 


162. 


Faith, our Gratitude, our Sl: 


the poor , we demiſe unto then 
Gods bleſſing, which is the beſt in. 
heritance ; we recommend them 
to Gods ſpecial care, which is the 
beſt tuition ; we leave them Gods 
protection and providence, which 
are a Wealth indefe&ible and in- 
exhauſtible; we conſtitute Go 
their Guardian , who will mo 
faithfully manage, and moſt wiſe 
ly improve their ſubſtance, botj 
that which we leave to them, and 
that which we gave for them tothe 

or ; we thereby in good part en- 
title them to the rewards appr 
priate to our pious Charity, out 


denial, our Juſtice, to whatere 
of good is virtually contained i 
our acts of bounty ; to omit the 
honour -and good will of men, 


which conſtantly adhere to th} 


bountitul man's Houſe and Fami 
ly. Prov.13. 22. A good ma 
leaveth an inheritance to his chil 
arens children, It is therefore ex- 
" | | preſly 
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| } 


" " Charity l _ : 


preſly mentioned in Scripture as a 


-| recompence peculiar to this ver- 


tue, that ſecurity from want, and 
all happineſs do attend the poſte- 
rity of the bountiful perſon : He pgi.;-.25,16. 
is ever merciful and lendeth,and his 
ſeed is bleſſet, ſaith Davidof him 
generally 3 and David alſo parti- 
cularly obſerved, that in all the 
courſe of his long life, he could 
find no exception to the Rule: 
I have been young, and now an old, Pal. 112. 2,3. 


yet have 1 not ſeen the righteous for- 


ſaken, nor his ſeed begging their 
bread. | 
4. His righteouſneſs alſo en- 
dureth for ever in the perpetual 
favour of God, and in the eternal 
rewards which God will confer 
upon him, who out of Conſcience 
and Reverence toward God, out 
of good will and kindneſs toward 
his Brother hatch diſperſed, and gi- 
ven to the poor, God will zot ( as Heb. 6, 10; 
the Apoſtle ſaith) be unjuſt to for- 
get his labour of charity in miniſtring 
bL 4 to 


The Duty and Reward. 
to his poor Brother: from the ſeed 
Gal. 6.8 which he hath ſown to the Spirit, 
| he thall aſſuredly reap a moſt plen- 
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he ſhall effeually enjoy the good 
foundation that he hath ſtored up : 
for the goods he hath ſold and de- 
livered, he ſhall box# fide receive 
Mar. 13-46- his Bargan,the hidden treaſure, and 
precious pearl of eternal life ; for 
this beſt improvement of his Ta- 
lent of worldly Riches, he ſhall 


1 Tim, 6. 19. 


done good and faithful ſervant, enter 
into thy Maſters joy : he ſhall at 
laſt find God infinitely more boun- 
titul to him, than he hath been un- 
to the poor, = 

Thus when all the flaſhes of 


when ail the flowers of ſecular 
Slory are withered away z when 
all earthly Treaſures are buried in 
darkneſs; when this world, and 
all the faſhion of ir, are utterly 
vaniſhed and gone, the bountiful 
- 2. mans 


tiful Crop of Bleflings ſpiritual, | 


ſenſual pleaſure are quite extinct ; : 


Mat.25.21,26. hear the Euge bone ſerve, Well | 


— 
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d | mans ſtate will be ſtill firm and- 
7, | flouriſhing, and His righteouſneſs 
- | ſpall endure for ever. 

s It follows, His hor ſhall be ex- 
d | alted with honour : A Horn is an 
+ | Eaxblem of,Power; for in itthe 
- | Beaſts ſtrength, offenſive and de-_ 
e | fenlive, doth confiſt ; andof Plen- 
1 | ty, for it hath within it a capaci- 

r | ty apt to contain what is put into 
It; andof Sandtity, for thatin it , c,, 6... 
was put the holy Oyl, with which 1 King 1. 3g. | 
| Kings were Conſecrared ; and of 

Dignity, both in conſequence up- 

on the reaſons mentioned, (as de- 

noting might, and influence, and 
ſacredneſs accompanying Sove- 

raign Dignity ) and becauſe alſo 

it 1s an eſpecial beauty and orna- 

ment to the Creature which hath 

it ; fo that this expreſſion ( His 

Horn ſhall be exalted with honour) 

may be ſuppoſed to import, that 

an abundance of high, and holy,ot 

firm and folid honour ſhall attend 

upon the bountiful perſon, = 

0 tat 
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that ſo it truly ſhall, may from 
many conſiderations appear. 

1. Honour 1s inſeparably an- 
nexed thereto as its natural Com- 
panion. and ſhadow. God hath 
impreſſed upon all Vertue a Ma- 
jeſty and a Beauty, which do com- 
mand reſpe&, and with a kindly 
violence extort Veneration from 
men ; ſuch is the natural Conſti- 
tution of our Souls, that as our 
ſenſe neceſſarily liketh what is 
fair and ſweet, ſo our mind un- 
avoidably will eſteem what is ver- 
cuous and worthy ; all good Acti- 
ons as ſuch,are honourable, but of 
all Vertues Beneficence doth with 
moſt unqueſtionable right claim 
honour, and with irreſiſtible force 


®1X5y 721 36- PLOCUTES it ; as it is indeed the 
L A "ny 

*xeudicre, 3p Moſt divine of Vertues,ſo men are 
#7" «e:7nc. molt apt to venerate them, whom 
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they obſerve eminently to practiſe 
it. Other Vertues men ſee, and 
approve as goodly to the fight, but 
this they taſte and. feel ; this by 
moſt 


| off (Charity, 
moſt ſenſible experience they find 
to be pleaſant and profitable, and 
cannot therefore but highly prize 


it. They, who do their alms before yas. s. x. 


»ez,although out of an unworthy 
vain glorious deſign, have yet, as 
our Savidur intimates, their re- 
ward; they fail not to get Honour 
thereby z; andeven ſo have no bad 
penny-worth : for, in the Wiſe- 


mans judgment, A good name is ra- Prov, 21, 21; 


ther to be choſen than great riches, 


they receive at leaſt fine air for 


groſs earth ; and things very ſpi- 
ritual, for things moſt material ; 
they obtain that which every man 
doth naturally defire and prize, 
for that which only faſhion in 


ſome places endeareth, and com- 


mandeth : they get the end forthe 
means, for ſcarce any man ſeeketh 
wealth for it ſelf, but either for 
Honour, or for Vertues ſake, that 
he may live creditably, or may do 
good therewith : Neceflity is ſer- 
yed with a little, Pleaſure may be 
| ſatisfied 
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| Mat. 5 16. 
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ſatisfied with a Competence ; 
Abundance is required only to 
ſupport Honour,or promote good , 
and Honour by a natural con- 
nexion adhereth to Bounty. He 
that followeth after righteouſneſs 
and mercy, findeth life , righteouſ- 
neſs, and honour, Prov. 21, 21. 

2. But further, an acceſſion of 
Honour according to gracious 
promiſe, ( grounded upon ſome- 
what of ſpecial reaſon, of equity, 
and decency in the thing ic ſelf ) 
is due from God unto the boun- 
tiful perſon, and is by ſpecial pro- 
vidence ſurely conferred on him. 
There is no kind of piety, or in-. 
ſtance of obedience, whereby God 
himſelfis more ſignally honoured, 
than by this. Theſe are chiefly 
thoſe good works , the which mer 


ſeeing, are apt to glorifie our Father 


which is in Heaven; Phil. x. 
II. Being filled with the fruits 
of righteouſneſs, which are by Chriſt 
Jeſus ,/ to the glory, and praiſe of 

God. 
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of Charity. 
God. To theſe fruits that is moſt 
applicable, which our Lord ſaith, 
Hereby is my Father glorified, if you 
bear much fruit : for, as, He that 
oppreſſeth the poor, reproacheth his 
Maker ; fo he hononreth him, that 
bath merty oz the poor, The com- 
fortable experience of good in this 
ſort of actions, will moſt readily 
diſpoſe men to admire and com- 
mend the excellency, the wiſdom, 
the goodneſs of the Divine Laws, 
will therefore procure God hear- 
ty praiſe, and thanks for them: 
For, as St. Paul teacheth us, The 
adminiſtration of this ſervice not 
only ſupplyeth the want of the Saints, 
but is abundant alſo by many thankſ- 
givings unto God ; whilſt by expe- 
riment of this miniſtration, they glo- 
rifie God for your profeſſed ſubjeition 
unto the Goſpel of Chriſt, and for 
your. liberal diſtribution unto them, 
and unto all men. Since then God 
is ſo peculiarly honoured by this 
practice, it is bur equal and *; 
tnat 
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T Sam, 2. 30. 


I Chro, 29.12; 


"Prov. 21. 1. 


Pſal, 33+15. 


that God ſhould remunerate it 
with honour ; Gods noble good- 
neſs will not let him ſeem defe- 
ive in any ſort of beneficial cor- 
reſpondence toward us, we ſhall 
never be able to yield, him any 
kind of good thing in duty, which 
he will not be more apt to render 


us in Grace; they who (as Solo- 


»0n \ſpeaketh ) honour God with 
their ſubſtance, ſhall by God cer- 
tainly be honoured with his bleſ- 


ſing: Reaſon intimates ſo much, 


and we befide haye Gods expreſs 
Word for it ; Them (ſaith he) who 
honour me, I will honour, Hethat 
abſolutely and independantly is 
the Fountain of al! Honour ; from 
whoin (as good King David ſaith) 
riches and honowr cometh, for that 
he reigneth over all, he will afſu- 


redly prefer and dignifie thoſe, 


who have been at ſpecial care and 
coſt to advance. his Honour. He 
that hath the hearts of all men in 
his hands, and faſhioncth them - 

e 
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he pleaſeth, will raiſe the bounti- 
ful man in the judgments and 
affeftions of men. He thar order- 
cth all the events of things, and 
diſpoſeth ſucceſs as he thinks fit, 
will cauſe ghe bountiful perſons 
Enterprizes to proſper, and come 
off with credit, He will not ſuffer 


| the reputation of ſo real an Ho- 
- nourer of himſelf to be extreamly 


ſlurr'd by diſaſter, to be blaſted by 
ſlander, ro be ſupplanted by envy 


or malice ; but will 5ring forth his pa, ;7. 6, 


righteouſneſs as the light, and his 
judgement as the noon-day. 

3. God will thus exalt the 
bountifal Man's Horn even here 
in this World, and to an infinitely 
higher pitch he will advance it in 
the future ſtate : He ſhall there be 
ſet at the right-hand, in a moſt ho- 
nourable place and rank ;. among 
the chief Friends and Favourites 
of the Heavenly King ; in happy 
Conſortſhip with the holy Angels, 


and blefled Saints; where, in re- 


compence 


Heb. x 3s 20; 


"Duty and Reward, cc. 
compence of his pious Bounty, 
he ſhall from che bountiful hands 
of his moſt gracious Lord receiye 
an incorruptible Grown of Righte- 


ouſueſs, and and an unfading Grown © 


of Glory: The which God of his 


infinite mercy grantunto us all, 


through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; 
to whom for ever be all praiſe, 
A ME N. 


| Now the God of peace,that brought 
again from the dead our Loyd Jeſus, 
that great Shepherd of the ſheep, 
through the Blood of the Everlaſting 
Covenant, make us perfect in every 
good Work to ao his Will, working in 
us that which is well-pleaſing in bis 
freht, through Jeſus Chriſt: to 
whom be Glory for ever and ever. 
AMEN. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

A Sermon on the Paſſion of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, Preached before the Lord 
Mayor at Guild-hall Chappel,on Good- 
Friday, 1677. | 
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